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TO 


The Reverend, and Lear- 
ned , Mr. Stephen Marſhall, Mr. 
Richard Baxter, Mr.Thomas Blake, 
Mr. Thomas Cobbet, and other the 


ſurviving Patrons of the antiently Or- 
_ thodox , and eminently-uſefull Do- 
Grine , and practiſe of 1»faxt-Bapiiſm. 


Reverend and learned Fa- 


thers, and Bretheren. 
SER Have for ſome late years 
ES (to my great grief) found 
SS the experience of this 
ME Iruth , | That vulgar 
FEED hearers, and readers of con- 
gear troverfies in Religion, are 
JAY WES lhe Larks, and other 
-SDERDy 7374: in dark night which). 
are ſo amazed with the light , and the low-vell,' 
YI 57 they fir fill hearkning and gazing, till the 
* ; A X wer 
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net be caſt oupr them; ] Andit isfhe policy of 
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purpoſe , thar ſo he may ( eſpeciglly-in this dark 
night of Church-confylion,, wherein we are ) 


puzzle , and confound the minds of ordinary 
Chriſtians, and hold them in ſuſpence, as to the 
praQtiſe of thoſe things, which he knows moſt 
eminently uſeful to the promoting of prafical 
goalineſs , till he take them unawares in ſome 
net or other ; for he 1s not to learn that it isa 
conſiderable adyantage to his main deſign, (rhe 
everthrowing of their faith, and ungoing their 
ſouls ) if he can but hinder chem for ſome time 


| from the uſe of thoſe means, which he knows are 


ſo great enemies to his Kingdom. 
 Thence it is, that the hotteſt diſputes of this 
Age (which for pratiical goadlineſs was once 


{likely to have gotten the ſtart of any that 
went before it, ſince the firſt primitive dayes ) || 


the hotteſt and moſt eager diſputes have been 
about, or againſt Ordixances,, the conſtant and 
ſtanding exerciſes thereof , and the ftaple comme- 
dity from which the livelyhood , and ſubſiſtence 


well ,, and better then1, that when an Ordi- 
nance comes to be di/pared either T herically , or 
Hypotherically , it 15 commonly meg /eed or 
ſleightly attented , by the generality of people ; 


concerning which ſome thing is done to maintain 
the /xite, ;bur'little to manure , and improve the 
Land. Men think it a ſufficient plea for their 
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co. keep. up. thoſe publick conteſſs for this very 
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thereof 15 maintained. You cannot bur ſee as || 


and lies betyeen them like a controverted eftare , || 


| ſinfull negleRs in fuch cafes, Thar it zs 4 hr 
MED 3 | Fable! 
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table thing , andiill gl be agreed pon the point , [| 

they - hope they may. beallawed ſi flill. and look | 
| o# ,- 4nd, then, engage when they ſee what (ide Will 
.provaile., Thus diſputes abouc the A:niftery , 
_ | have. made. the wayes' of Zion mourn, for the 
| fewneſs -of thale that come to the ſolemn Aſ=- 
[emblzes : the conteſts aBour the $4bbarh , have 
turned it (in the eſteem of moſt people) to a} 
| meer idle day, wherein the State gives them li } 
berty to ſhur up ſhops, and it by the fire, or | 
tipple in the Alcbou/e, or walk in the fields : fo | he 
concerning jinging of P/almes , and the Sacra- | Wh . 
ment of the Lords Supper , you know better then 8 ! 
I can tell you, how many finfully ſuſpend their} - »@ 
practiſe upon occaſion of the controverſies rat- | * 
ſed concerning them. . Another miſchiefe I ob- 
ſerve. in theſe times of diſpute is, that among 
thoſe that by occaſion of the controverſies are 
any time conſcientiouſly puzzled , it is apparents | 
ly ſeen, that they know no medinm berweetie: 
hefiration , or {crypling about an Ordinance, 
{ though but in a circumſtance ) and the ze- 
nourcing it alrogether, ſo that the very begin- 
ning of their /crwples , 1s a ſaperſedeas to their | 
pratti/e. = | 

{This is . (generally) the caſe of the Ordinance 
of Bapti{me. The late unhappy diſputes about 
it; have (wa be to them by whim that offence co 
 peth.) made. .men_ of** ordinary capacities, et 
| ther: to. look upon._itasa litigiousthing , and fo 
\ day it. aſide altogether, as the Seckers and Fami- 
| liſts, arto prattiſe 1t as a matter of ivd'fferency , 
without that due reſpe&tto it, which belongs to an 

Ordinance of God 3 as moſt moral and ignorant 

A4: - people 
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"people do; or ite laſtly Xatteaft foſ@ri@time): [4 
 fto [ſpend the" pride of i, a5=tbantlance 
of anſctled hik#wyinevery parFofthelBlng -. - | 
'- 'Asfor the Twfunt-applicartwofir,-I pdfrade| 
my? Teff chat the /irr/ewuſe/of ic whithharti bath 
generally known , |hatl\biy a'maittWotive ro: di] | 
vers- to renoutice' it: altdgerher;, Hd to otfiers}' I {+ 
7 LOA jc through the'5aſt jadgrheht:of God?) toblaſ} I "+ 
+ phemeirt:- People have had- iti commonly buz-/} 
> |zed in their-cars, that ſeeing'the®Infarr' Swub- | fl 
MF {ths of that' xdiminiſtration3"*ave incapable-of: n 
— *_ Wunderſtanding 'iv; -and making preſent aRual'{ I”: 
- © Fimprovement of it, there isittle reaſon to retain | C 
- >, [thepraRiſe of that, which ſeems ſo barren, and- d 
F [unprofiable;  -* + 4-97 95) #1 v 
| "But holy men, who have-made it their ſtudy | tl 
to dive Into the nature and fe of all Ordinances, 
and to work upon their owne hearts by them , 
| have (for many ages'no' doubt?) drawn abuts 
i] dance of ſancifyins influence from it, and the} 
= | principles and grounds %ipori which ir harh been 
=] adminiftred; and thoſ&of thi Age, whotrave' ca 
--..| had the holy wiſdom toturn matters of ds/pxre 
into praftice; have been.able to ſay, by their | '' MW" 
experience, ( in a manner) 'as the man that | 
= {was born blind, 1nithe diſpute betweew hit 
> | andthe Phariſces, | fo#; 9«':cotcerning Chriſt , DN 
> 0, t is a martellous'thing #hat ye-khrow not from |- 
F | whence he w, and'ye\be hath opened mine eyes \' 
> verſ. 30. - So they wonder, that ever it ſhould: 
| enter into a_.diſpute*; #hathey Infant-Bapts/me 
be of Ged, or no? ſeeing'ilt hathibeen ( by the 
| + | ſanRifying influence of the 'Spirie of »God)) | 
KK , 2 conduit of abundance of gtacious fuppliesto 
BB. . Me an. ; 
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themn';-; for- which rhey bave had cauſe to. 


| very experience, of this, (had your ſelves, and 


| ſuch as you .( Jeamned.. and; Jaborioug.feanthers of 
the Scripture , and. thoſe to whomthis contro-] 


verlie , owes: much for. your endeavor, therein ) 


ſaid leſſe for it then you. have) is no;ſmall encou-| 


ragement to them ro ownandyalue it; ſecing it 


cannot eaſily efter into theirhearts, that God} 


ſhould convey /anFtifying influences , for ſo ma- 
ny years, by a miſtaken and miſapplyed Ordi- 
ance , elpecially when the main efficacy of that 
Ordinance, in order to the mentioned effects , 


depends upon that very circumſtance of age| 


wherein it is charged-to be mi{applyed : For 
though it may (in ſome caſes ) be granted, 
[That an Ordinance adaminiftred with [ume con-. 
fiderable corcumſtantial irregularities, may 
ſanitifie, ] yet that thoſe srregalarities them- 


caſe of Infani-baptiſme. Many holy men, of 
many Ages, have found their hearts warmed-, 
and quickened in the exerciſe of Faith , Reper- 
tance, Love RES bank fulneſs , reſtrained from 
fn , excited to dur, by theconfideration ( not 
pnly of Bapriſm and the perſonal Covenant. 
herein ſealed, but alſo) of Bapti/me under the 
ircumſtance- of /»jant admiriſtration , and the 
evenant of Anceſtors , the foundationof that 
\dminiftration, Nay more, how;&ften hath 
ods engagement in /»faxt-Baptiſm , and=the 


elves , ſhould be the channels of ſanftifying | 
Grace, is not cafily imaginable, Now this is the| 


God-the :longeſt day of their lives. Andthe|. 


he 


hb moan 
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ereditary' Covenant of believers , bectpleacea 
with ſucceſs ) and /pread before ihe Lord, by d. | 
godly 
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odly Perfons , Mirtifters , Parents, and ochers,; 
6n the belralf of ; themſelves and theirs; which: 
prayers (farely'} ſeeing. they were afliſted' ins 
them” Sy\/the Holy Spirit ,- and eminently an- 
ſwere&by God ; 1 itivhard to imagine, that they! 
ſhould þe'fourided-ih alye? And indeed, that 
the Spirst- of Tratthfhould ditate, and the God 
. [ef Trath anſwer thoſeprayers, which are offe- 

\redup on ſo.groflely miſtaken grounds as thoſe || 
| of wilworſbip , {the crime- generally charged 
\, Jupon J»fant-Bapriſm) 'ſeems.moſt abſurd , and 
| [(m my judgement )--approacheth ſomewhat 

{ neere*to- b/a/phemy.- For the truth of this, (as 
to. matter of experience). I make nqqueſtion , 
but - thouſands of ſteady Chriſtians can ſecond 
| mine 'owne ( who'am the weakeſt of many of 

my Brethren , both Miniſters and other Chri- 
#tians) and therefore I doubt not, bur rhar will 
keep them-up-right-in the preſent controverſie, 
though rhe: Scripraves, upon which their praiſe 
is grounded , ſhould" he a thouſand times.more- 
'perplexea ,- and extaxgled by the ſophiſtry of 
their Adverſaries. 

'Inthe meantime, (however) they cannot but 
| rake it wery 11! , that the: wayes in which they 
have , and do dayly, find ſo:much of God, 
(ſhould be (not only diiÞated ;-but:) - railed\ 
_ | down; by men.” who. pretend to fo much Chri- 

| iam moder 4tsn 8 as Jomeof the Antagoniſts do. 
' | ThatI mention not the /coty and /z9»try names of 
Blathword avd Colizer and others ,''who have 
very : much gone beyond their 'fellows in this 
' | Way; divers "ſober men'do not-take-it for any 

Very. *goo0d- evidence of-thart full ſarisfaRion 
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| which Mr, 7Tombes pretetids ito, give in his laſt 
Review of your writings; /tharhe.caſts ſo much | 
of this-dirt-in the-faces of thoſeimen, and that 
| prafRtice&;/iwhich furely ;-will ſhew their faces in 
ar hilmble =zppeale te:the Lord Jeſus , the King 
of-che Church /and-Ford:of all Ordinances , as 
farre-forth ; as. be ,\ or thoſe of his way , yea , 
| or as: his way it ſelf , dare do. - - T give you here wy 
4 Catalogye of lome'ſtraynes of his language in |. WE 3 
this kinde , gathered out of that Review. , where- | * © 
in yet there' is a great deal more. | Jyfayt-wa- | 
 t8ring-p.50. the ſuperſtiticus opinion 81d prophane Þ 
prattiſe of Infant-Baptiſm ,-or rather. (a it&]... 
| 220W' uſed ) ſprinkling and perfuſion , pag. 104. 
Who make Infants Diſciples by an imaginary ci 
venant , and their parents profeſſion, pag. 150. 
In commen ſpeech ( ariſing from the fond con+ 
Iceit, 4s if Baby-ſprinkling maae them Chriſtians) 
| Infants are called Chriſtians. Ard, our Infants art 
\ the children of; Chriſtians,yet nat themſelves ( hri- 
| fiir ,t4 they believe in Chriſt, pag.205. Buby- 
Baptiſm » Pag. 214. Prophane Infant-[prinkling, 
pag 240. Ss groſs an abuſe as Tnfant- Baptiſm 
| [#, "pag 245. T bat which 5 called by Ped-Baps | 
tiſts in. their nonſenſe or proper gibberiſh , the] 
outward Covenant , pag. 253. Tyey raſhly 
aud propbanely Baptize them that they have 
0 knowledge of , that: of them ts the Kingdom of 
| glory , pag.264. Wrangling Baby-(prinklers, 
pag. 270. 
| To all which I may adde that heavy cexſure, 
which he paſſeth', with: a full mouth ; upon 
v Ii | Poedo-Baprifts , Miniſters ,--and People; that 
ZW | they are all guilcy ofi»judicienſneſs, or floeth- 
RN | : | tulneſs 
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© fwlntſs in: ſearching after the Truth, or preju” | 
* = | dite,, or. adbering ro" ment ſayings out of reverence | 
ro. their -per{ons-, .or. funttion , or ſome ſuch like 
 evil.quality.. . And this he paſſeth;, not apon the 
” _, | profaner and looſer ſort, but evex choſe of them 
S.. | whoareof tender con{ciences.” Had Mr.T ombes his 
x Cap Fence oxyebr little more wire ns, and 
—— *4- 4 thereſtofhis high rauntings againſt the Perſons , 
: ”_— ; Yen of his Adverſigles in this point , 
{it had. been nothing to the diſparagement of his 
1 pefſon or cauſe. - Reproaches , and ceyſures may 
|" well, .be- forborn , on the fide of T-arh, which 
needs not tall auxilio vel defenſoribus its, 
I hope Mr. Tombes will nottake it ijl , that I | 
>. , have minded him of thoſe vwt-/eaps of his Pen, 
ED -nor.interpret it a-deſigne to poſſeſſe people again#t | | 
= > him; and an inairett taking of advantages to that 
F — __.. purpoſe (as he doth unjuſtly charge me in his 
= {firſt Sefion of the ſaid Booke, .upon occaſion 
6.” of my publication of his coming off at the 
eAtF at Oxford 165 2. inhis declining a Dil- 
-pute between himſelfe, and others , who upon 
+a publique vapour ofhis in the Divinity-School 
| -—- _( which afterwards he recalled at the Deane of 
F.. © | Chri#-Church his lodgings ) had taken up the 
| _ - Gauntlet againſt him, upon the Queſtion of 
FE -Infant-Baptiſme ; a thing which ( I profeſle ) 
Eye j did only to ſtop the current of a report ſpread 
..* Parre and neare. throughout the "Nation ( by 
® more #xdirett courſes of ſome of his well-wil- 
F.. ers) that Hr. Tombes had challenged the | 
Fe -  Iwbale Univerſity, and no man dared to take him 
|, jp; ſo thatrwhatT did therein, was onely a di- 
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| dire&ly endeavoured-to be ſuggeſted to them: , 
againſt ourDcErine ard Frattile, rather then an; 
indire& ccurſe'to blaſt him-ard his; 'and. theye-: 

fore 1 barely related the metter of fa to/a friend! 

Jin Lodz , who ſent it to thepawbllque Tztelli- ___. 
| gencer ; to. infert it in+his News. Andes con-| 
cerning any-miſrelation., cor partiall' narration... 
Mr. Tomes himlelte ,::(to'my beſt knowſedie) 
doth rot ſo; much as charge me ;/ inhisLette 
printed a fortnight after inahſwer theteunto%s} + 
onely he caſts ſome. refleRions of ſcorneupon} © 
me and ſor. e-others;- his -intended Artagonifi 
then, and ſome unchriſtian cenſures , for Which T: 
leave Him to .account: with him ; who-will one 
day take an account of hard ſpeeches )*{ ſay, I 
hope, he will not-tax mewith alike crime#n tran-' 
ſcribing this Catalogue of his harſh , and'unſa- 
youry expreſſions : which Þ'have dotie that I 
might let him ſee'; how largean Index txpitt- 
gatoris , his polemicall. Writings will' need, 
when God ſhall call him-to account ,- for revi-|\ 
ling and repreaching the foor-teps' of his eAn-. _ 
neinted , who walke in theigoodold way of Pe... 
de- Baptiſme ;;the Higls way of :Gods-Saintsin. 
former Ages ,;-and away of holi#eſſe in the ex- / 
perience of -nioſt of thoſe that upon due conide-. - 
ation walk-in K..; nu in 4 ATED 


But: 1; Forbeare' farther enlargerients gw, | 

 |welcoine: an; Argument }' leaving hiry'to your: 
learned Perines+/\to be dealt withall fiiamore 

effeQuall conviczon wrt on arms — 


my ſmall proportion of abilities) to indertake; 
In the; meanewhile p1] have made bold, tbUedi- 
| cate this airs Dialogue to your Retirenth Ne wa 
SRP "2 __partly 
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 qpartly, by way of arknowlcagmene ofthe great, 
fervice that you havealready doneimnthis Cauſe ; | 
partly , by way of /»pplement of a neceſſary Ap- | 
pendix thereunto , without : which all Diſputes 
in that kinde muſt needs faile of ther principall 
end, and partly, { inthe laſt place) by way of 
patronage , being reſolved to turne over all Ad- 
verſaries, who ſhall,; in any ſdrt, appear 

; z#ſagainſt the polermicall par: of the Truth delivered 
- **herein., to you the great Champions in thes cor: 
+, "FF rroverfre ; bur if atty Thing ſhall rationally and 
5 © 47] moderatly be urged by any bne, to the pre 
CS jutice ofthe praticall pare, which I principally 
"* Fundettake , (what I have ſaid of the other, being 
onely by a way of. Preface and ſntradnftion 
 thereunto ) I promiſe faithfully, if ſo flender 4 
piece may be honoured with a Secorid £artion 
ro take it up, and anſwer itin thebedy ofthe 
Diſcourſe , where it ſhall moſt properly fall in, 
' without perſonal! conteſting with any man, 
 thengh I bee never fo much provekerr thereunts/, 
as one that ſeeks not Yettory but Trnch. 
One thing more FEhave to ſay to you, and but 
| ove, at- preſent ; and that is, to intreat you , 
if you pleaſe ſo farre to favour me, to giveme 
"your private jndgeinens of this piece, and furl 
 animadverſions, caſtigations, or additions , 
| as you fhall-think. fit to make to the whole of 
any part thereof; that if I have occafion to ap- 
' peare-anyſmore upon the Stage in this Caufe, 1 
| my be the better furniſhed to render ſo uſefalt 4 
fubje& more ſerviceable to the publick good , to | 
the which it is intended. This 1 cake no ſhame ro 
begge (even in print}becauſe I know ſack a caske 
| — 
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(Reverend Sirs I S 


Your weake , but willing 


and (I bo fingle- © 
18 hearted, Fo brews bq*; 
| 8a the work of our Lord, + þ: | | 
| | 
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Epiſtle to-the Reader of this 
Treatiſe ,elpecially , of my 


owne "Flock , in Reas 
ding in Burkyſhive 


TRISYIAN REaoEn.: . 


py.” eLdareſſe.? my.ſclfe.to thee 
2 . i» the thre ſyold.' of this 
F< Treatiſe, with a, twofold 


---1 = S by. cenſure, wpan it. 


pray Over it. Whatever 


4. it cuncerne thee leſſe ; then (in 7 apprebex 
n) this doth. | 
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>: requelt , 'befare thou ſpend 


7 one #4, that theu-tead ,[ 
2 Rs end the other & ; that rhewf 


7 Heh p296s be, D. bope it will not deny me herein,\ 


The reaſon why 1 Aefere the firſt of theſe , #.be- | 
al 1 know many £669/ hooks ſuffer w»der. the nw-| 
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viſtle 


The CMnthors Epiſtle © | 


LC —— 


= inſt [extence of prejudice, and di{affettion , 


| booke , that its Title page /peakes not on their ſtat: 


| Zeg ar thy bands ; becauſe 1 brew an Unyraying | 
| Spirit 1 very xnfit to adventure upon the ſtudy of | 


 H'Truths alwayes carry ſome thing in them whic 


|| goes againft the graine of an heart , nat taught of | 
| = and managed by his holy Spirit, : 


| treatedof.. . - | 
e wofeld requeſt) I ſhalt only adde-a twofold adver-| 


| for eWwo reaſons . 
|. (1.) That I might ſute it to the capacities | 


| | KH #n a Method of Diſcourſe. 
| @) 


be- 
fore they areread. /t bring motive enough to meſt 
en gaged perſcius , 0n all hands, ro condemne a 


' And the ſecond, 1 have this farther reaſon to 


.an7 + Practical #ſubjeR * whirforver. © Prattical 


' If I can but obtaine theſe two things of thee , i} 
'T doubt not my ſucceſſe in this weake attempt to-|\* 
wards thy (atisfattion and ſettlement, in the pra-|* 
iſe and- improvement of the Ordinance herein | 


And next, (ſuppoſing that 1 have bt ained my 


tiſement to thee co oy the following Treatiſe. 


. of ſuch as are wor able to make ſo profi- 
' table an uſe of books compoſed in a Me- 
thod of Art, as of thoſe that are framel 


Beeanſe I ſee others who have gone be-( 
fore me in pratticall diſcourſes, hav 
labrvired in thi way With abundant ſuc 
ceſſe upon the ordinary fort of readers. 
Secondly, that ( the ſubjet in the mine th | 
tent thereof being praliicall) T have net bteneſt 
oreciſely crefull of expreſſions, as in a "loſt 


Controverſie D 1 world have beene. ' Andthere 
i . 
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"To the Reader, 


fore if thaw be one that (in point of cenſorionſneſſe) © 
wilt play at a ſmall game rather thenſit our, 7| - 
have my pleaready, 1 intended to direft the Con- 
ſciencious, mot to pleaſe the Criticall Reader. 7 | 
am ſure thoſe that are of the true Eagle-breed of 
Chriſtians , that fie higheſt in communion with 
E | God, and the exerciſe of pratiicall goatimeſſe will | 
i | no! ſtoope to catch flyes. | 

| The Lord bleſſe this poor labour of mine unto | © 
= | thee for goed , tbat thou maiſft hence know what | 
= | uſe to make of an Ordinance, which partly] 7, | 
2 | through Ignorance , and partly through want of | & . 

| | conſideration, moſt Chriſtians doe too much pro-|. * 
fane; and thereby have , and doe ftill provoke | 

the Lord to ſuffer it to b+ calledin Queſtion, and 
in asvers places , laid aſide altogether. Ir being | 
Juſt With God to continue Ordinances no longer 
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among a people , then they uſe them as Ordinaxces, | 

And (laſtly) if thiu receive any confirmation, 
ſatisfattion, excitation , or any other kinde of 
hily improvement hereby 2 let me intreate thee to 
put up ave prayer , for the improveing and ſantti 
| f1ing of the poor. abilities of him , who ts 
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One of the meaneſt Ser- 
vants of Chriſt, in 
the work of the 
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conczrning the uſefulneſſe 
of theſe two Treatiſes. 


EZ ESP 


WE TS 
SS 
$ INS S Way it hath been op- 
: voſed = that their" labour through 
© | 2race , hath not beenin yaine , the e- 
vent dnt demonſtrate. That way (not- 
: withſtanding the greateſt of cho 
& |that it bath found ) having gained 10 
8 | confiderable $round among us. The 


- greateſt ſucceſſe that m any place 1 it bath 


1 firſt apperance , and Novelty with theſe 
| hath moſt taken, as is plain by their 
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had , for the moſt part hath been upon the 


eaſy entrance and ſpeh revolt”, as ſoone| 


A Preface, to the Reader , 


DEG , HE vindication of i 
Z Ny Infant- bapt ſme hath S I | 
<>» been the worke of of 
many , ſince the time 
SS that in-ſo publique a 
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j _ . being poſſeſs'd of the one (as 


./- [file reaſons from the one to the other, 


Lnee_—Wm_—w——_——————————_—————_ 


as any tenent more new hath ſhewed i it : 
ſelfe. Anti-peedo-bapriſts almoſt e.}ſ | 
very where turning Anti-bapriſts | 

helping themſelves againſt that charge, 4 | 
with a diſtinftion of water and ſpirit-| 


they [ay they are) they tell us , there is . 
no uſe of the other : and when the Apo-| | 
&. 10. 49. from Spi;it-baptiſme q K 
\water-baptiſme, theſe argue from the one 
againſt the ether, So that , ſo far as 1s 2 
have experience or intelligence , the num-# 
ber of Re-bapriſts is mightily ſhaken # 
and of thoſe that hild to that principle , | 
they are very rare , that take not up with| 3 
it , the utter denyall of the traduftion'% 
f any original fin , together with}. 


the whole body of Pelagianiſme. The : 


learned hand with whom I and others 
have had more eſpecially to deale \ ſtands Y 
not (I confeſſe) herem chargeable. Hell 
hath hitherto ſuf ficiently , if not over} 


and) 
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| AP reface, to the 


© | /elfe inconſaderable ) but in all ways of 


| priviledge , we g0e not aboye heathens. 
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ao 


eader. 


| | 


i and above , ſhewed bimſelfe oppoſite to 
Y | chat Way; but how inconſiderable. his 
© | party us, to the oppoſite fide , which the 


ſhakers fieve hath left, is very manifeſ8. 
It is hardly believed by the moſt, that 


rituall objefts &rc. A righteous thing 
withGod to divide them among themſelys, 


8 | that have divided themſelves from all | 


the churches of the ſaints, not onely in 
this opinion (which ſome may judge of it 


Cburch-Communion. Judging 145 to be 
( 45 they doe) unbaptiſed perfons , Ut ne-. 
ceſſarily follows , that as to any Church- 


Such 1s their heathenous cenſure of the 
( hurches of Chrijt Jeſus. In this warke 
our Reverend Aurhor hath prayſe- 
worthily appeared, bemg of the laſt, be 
hath bad indeed the advantage of the la 


| 


there is a man of that party , that | 
not againſt origmall ſin , for the free. |: 
dome of will , reſpe&ive to the moſt [pt 2 
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[but that it may appeare that be rather 
| deſerves the retutatian of a leader, thena| © 
{follower , in that which others have tra-| Y* 
| Vailed leaſt, be hath appeared moſt | BP 
+jwhich i, the prafticali uſe of this | Y” 
|[ordinance received in infancy, 0-| 
*thers have not been ſilent, as may be feene | Y” 
im their works: but of all that I have ſeene| 
he is the moſt ample and full , noother in| F” 
{thu holding any compariſon , ſo that the | hs 
[promiſe in the frantiſpiece is made] Y* 
| 200d with much advantage. Here , if | W* 
{ the fault be not thine owne , thou mayſt 
[reap a triple benefit. (1. ſatisfying re- 
{ plyes to their cavills that cry out of In- 
fant-baptiſme ( as ſome are apt todie }| | 
as Dain , childiſh and afeleſſe. It « n L 
| more then a wonder , that when men| © 
know that God choſe that age to be the| | l 
time of mitiation of his owne people , that 
any ſhould . dare to charge 1t upon that f 
bare account , to be-without that profit. | 
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(bours of all that have gone before him: | W( 
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| MW fting , if thy heart be ſet to get profit. | T1 
| | Here thou mayſt learne , how faith on 
J his account may be flrengthened , re-| 
Y pentance in the ſeverall parts of it pro- 
Ymoted , the fervor of love towards God 
Fkindled, the hatred of fin more deeply 
Frooced , to goe over the whole , were| © i] 
Gl to tranſcribe the work: ; Andall of this, | © T1 
J with that acuteneſſe of judgement , ele- 1.4 
Y 2ancy of phraſe , variety and plainneſſe | 


$ of expreſſion , that delight may lead 73 

Jl thee on to profit. (3.) In the 2d part, 15 
which now firſt appears in pub- |; 
lique, thou haſt over and above given i 


gn to thy hands, a vindication of this 1-5 
4 /rfant-priviledge in that latitude , in L 
d which it bath happily come to our hands , 
Jand all ages of the Church have enjoyed. 
When mens wits have ſpoke what they 
can diviſe ; our curtollng of it will be 
found the way to loſe it. There # not 
an Argument of ſtrength to let in, thoſe. 


* that 
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ith men would þ be willing to to admit , but 
it will take in thoſe with them , "that 
ſome would refule.. That of covenant- 
holineſſe divolved from Anteſtors , i 


therefore eagerly ſtrive to beat downe| 
with the Jeſuits Arguments, ) and this 


and all Infants borne in the Charch (as 
holy.Ic hath been deſervedly judged anAr- 


member ſhip and baptiſme , that they 
were once undoubtedly Church reaPras, 


members , ſo explicitely owned, it was 
in that latitude for which our Author doth 
contend , and hath bitherto been the pra. 


rn Or OOO” 
— 


our bottom , (which Anti-pedo-baptiſts ; 


is an holineſſe of relation to , or ſepara-| 
tion for God , diſtinguiſhed from that | 


which inherent , or by qualification : | 
the Apoſtle witneſſeth) are in this ſenſe} 


gument of force to evince Infants Chur $] 


nd it no where appearing that ever they 

were disſranchiſed , therefore they are|| 
flill Charch-members : and ſure it 1s,that | 
| at- that time , when they were Church. 


ail 
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| upon a defugne, to undoe all that by 


M |fuch defigne in it. Tf a man would goe 


4.4 A 


Fiſe of the Churches. If any ſhould ſet 


commiſſion 'from ( briſt in many nations 


| | of the world u happily done, there could | 
#|not (Tbelieve) a more ready way be 
8 | found then this to effeb it , though thoſe 


that take it in hand , are far from any 


|| he Kingdoms of the world, tht thy 


} found, then to take them off piece-| 
Þ [ly and there a family , in ſome congre- 
| |way were held , how ſoone would it be, 


| | tized familyes? How ordmarily do the iſ. 
[ſx of truly pious perſons prove exorbitant 


"FD a muſt | 


about to undiſcipie nations , and take off 


"ſhould be no longer the Lords or his 
(hriſls, what fayrer way could be 


meal and by parcells, here a fami- 
gations , almoſt all the familyes ? if this 


that in England we ſhould have few bap- 


m their lives ? If ſuch familyes ſhall now 
be ftruck out of the liſt of Chriſtians , 


the whole race remains then extin& , and | 
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* there , we need not doubt, but that it || 


| muſt be lookt! upon F7 Etathens, ; for ſuch 
pa: all unbaptized ones , that want all 
right to. baptiſme. Let us looke into} 
Judah, a Church where ſalvation was ,|| 
and as it was with the royall familye | 


aljo was with other family es : David 
and Solomon , good men, had Reho- 
boam , and Abijam ſucceding on the 
_— "oo og From. ther 
i their poſterity. chad now been 
potted out , that family might have been 
reckoned with thoſe of Uhmael and E-| 
lau, and the (burch had never had an 
 Alſa,or Jehoſhaphat of that race, Ma- 
ny that followed ie were worſe then 
| thoſe that went before them,as Jeboram, 
Ahaziah;; ..Jeboaſh, and Amaziah, 
eſpecudlly 1 in ther later times, If theline 
| | had now been. razed out , the ( hurch had 
wanted an Hezekiah , ' and Joſiah, 
Who 3s there that can ſay , that if this 
k 
rigoue had been; uſed reſpective to their 


ewes, 


» <e emma. Ja —— 


ſtian. For ever bleſſ.d be Godthat it 
hath been by providence ordered other-) 


My HH _- «&. as k (I | AA ye Ut $I 


thoſe that are called by the name of ( ma ! 


wiſe. Learned Mr. Baxter in bis 
Treatiſe of Infants Church. mem- 
berſhip and Bapriſme Cap. 13» gr oun- 
ding an argument ft for buf: ants Ho, 
memberſhip 0n thoſe a 4 Rewel. 11. 


|15. the Kingdomes of Bel world 
are become the Iu Rr of our} 


Lord and his Chr ſhews his juſt 


| indignation againſt. thofe that will 2 | 


ftand it of ſome part only of Kingdomes , 
that ſo they may exclude infants, and 


being meant ( as it needs muſt be) of 
whole Kingdomes , we cannot exclude 
any infants , and we ſhall as ſoone find a 


48 
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pres "themſelves ves had ever ver been amor 


Kingdome without Infants, as. a\ 
Kingdome made up only of men juſtifi-| 
jingly ang ſavingly believers. Some | 
[pious perſons profeſſedly declare that they 
dare not "_— an EY pon a dogma-| 
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 Tricall faith in the p, parents , and] canmit 
but- profeſſe that being fairly-called to it ,|\ 
[ ſhould tremble at the guilt of refuſing nl 
it: T ſhould as foone be brought to ftrip £ 
them of their houles , or Inheritances 4 
divalyed upon them from ſuch rvggs- ; 
to take the bread out of their mouths , as|| 
to debar them of this their Barth - bak; 
ledge, which I think alſo is the thoughts || 
of many of our ſeemingly diſſenting bre.||j 
theren, inthat they are ſo well content ,||8 
that others ſhould doe it in their ſtead , : 
ſome of them exchanging. with their bre-\| 
thren for that purpoſe , which ſpeaks 
their judgement not to be averſe from it. 
When God of his great long ſuffering "ne q 
tinues his Kingdome with theſe , £ 
| [uffers ſuch plants. to have a 3H in| 
his vinyard, who am 1, that 7 [hould take|* 
order otherwiſe * But 1 hold thee over|® 
long from the work it ſelfe where thou|ſ 
mayſt find more full ſatisfaFtion. As|| 
for ſuch things that be diſputes as F I! | 
| ble |} 
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 APreface, tothe Reader. 


ſeble, or at moſt as probable , as be: 
leaves it , Jo do T, to the liberty of thy 
| | judgement; For the Catechiſme of 
is which the Printer ſpeaks, Inever ſaw 
Y | it, but being extrafted out of this worke, | 
4 | and ſpeaking principally to the prafiicall| 
5118 | uſe of Infant-Baptiſme , 1 wiſh that no 
|| | family wanted it. The Lord keepe us 
|| | from dividing principles , that we may 
, || | follow the truth in love, and grow up in 
Y | al things in ( briſt , which is the prayer 
"18 | and through Gods grace ſhall be the en-| 


2 | deavour of him who is , 


ol. 
Ml | ” | An unfeigned wellwiſher 
= | of the Churches peace 
| 1 £i] Ee” and Edification X 
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Concernin: 


| | The Prafiical uſe of 


[neant-BAPTIS AM 


| | Padobapiſti, An Orthodox Mini | :, * 

In this Dizlogue Rer,praccifing Iat ant-Bap:iſm, 
|  theparties are, J/ſterifia, A wavering hearer, un» PF: 4 

| . lerried 3 in the point in hand. | 
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5 ": Palbboprifs, 
| $8288 - Eighbour Aferifns , Iam gladio| 
—_— an you ſo opportimely, where I 

| $5 N * b, 

15, IN 25, may have the advantage of ſome 

| = DP private diſcourſe with you ; and. 

SP? SF the rather, becauſe dy your ſcldo- 

| mer frequentit the publick Ordinances then | 

' formerly , Thave ſome cauſe to feare you may 2 
have met with ſome ſeducer or other , andare rs 

| either already fallen or endangered to fall from RE 
your former ſtedfaſtneſſe; , 

|  Afcritia, \ndeed Sir: I bave the more for- 

born your Congregation c of late , becauſe I find | 
you are much altered in your way « of preaching, | 
a great part of yout'Sermons being made up of| 
inveRtives againſt konelt-tnefi_rhar differ from 
you in opinion, , whereas it is the duty of a Mi- 
niſter ofthe Golpel to preach up love and chi 

[1 rity, and not diviſfien and difſention: 
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| fuller ſatisfaction. 


| bout the Szbjef of Baptiſm,and peaceably wait- 
*-] ingupon Godin his Ordinances for ſatisfaction 


cauſe you thus plead, that I may be able to give] | 
you a more particvlar account of my carriage 
cowards them, and the reaſons thereof for your 

Truly Sir, the menI plead for, are thoſe FS 
call Anabapriſts, divers of whom I know, who | 
are(I hope)godly men , and ſuch as differ from 
you in nothing but the point of /»fa»t- Baptiſm, 
and that in fo ſmall a matter, that (me thinks) it 
might be reconciled without much adoe,at leaft 
ſo far as that you might /ove one another as 
brethren. _ 

Indeed Neighbour, .cou!d you ſhew me any 
of that profeilion who have given ſufficient 
proof of their real godlineſſe, differing only a- 


| of their doubts, without endeavouring to ſequce | 
others, (which is the practiſe of godly and con || 
ſcientious diſſenters, from the publick received 


| Nodtrine and cuſtomes of the Church) 1 ſhould 


give 


_ 


" © But Neighbour ſuppoſing that1 or ay other 
Miniſter of the Goſpel,do not diſcharge o«r du- 
| ty in every particular as we ought , yet you are | 
| not thereby excuſed from doing yours. And yet 
(for my part)my conſcience bzareth me witneſs 
that though I have (according to my duty) {p6- 
ken ſharply of Seducers,and fer them our in their 
colours, that their folly may be made knows to all 
' men : yet I have upon all occaſions heen exceed- 
ing tender to thoſe wel-meaning people who are| | 
led away by them, according to the Apoſtles| | 
rule, putting 4 difference, Bat'i pray you(Neigh- 
bour)tel] me what honeſt men they are whoſe 
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| ive them the rig ht hand of fell-wfoih: and love; 
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them with all my heart as Brethren,” putting rio- 
difference in my affetion and deportinent; be<: 
tween them, and thoſe of mine own Judgment 
and profeſſion. But you cannot be” ignorant 
(Neighbour how far different this CharaRter is' 


have to deal withal, that they are (for the moſt 
in theif principlesand lives , and there are very 


dence of any practical godlineſle, and (of thoſe 


fying the publick Ordinances, and railing at the 
| Miniſtry which (if they were ever ſoundly.con- 


;I-have to them as a Member of their Society , | 


with godlineſle,they are not to be ſo high in our | 
thoughts,as till they diſcovered thoſe corrupti- 
ons, they were, and ought to be. But I pray |: 


you neighbour, how long have you been an Ad- |: 


vocam for. -_- 
Truly Mr. Padobaprifta, not long, noramT |: 
now engaged to take their part, by any relation |: 


but T bave been ſometimes in the company of 


ſome of them , where 1 have heard them thus 7 


from thoſe of that way,” that we in our parts|. 
part)ignorant of the'grounds of Religion, looſe |: 
few of them who have given any ſufficient evi-|' 


few that have)very few of them ſtop at the point | 
of Anabaptiſm, but withal runinto 4: ria: |: 
Familiſtical, and: Socinian errors, withal de-| 


| verted)begot them to Chriſt ; and laſtly, there | 
is ſcarce one of them tainted this way, but maks | 
{himſelf by and by an active inſtrument toſeduce | 
as many as he can. Now ſuch. muſt b» rebuked | 
ſha: ply, and though formerly they were accoun: |: 
ted godly men , yet: till they return from thoſe |. 
principles and practiſes, which are ſo inconſiſtent | 


ha . 


—— 
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The Praftical uſe 


plead, and profeſs they love: you with alt their 
hearts, and wonder you ſhonld be ſo bitter a- | 
gainſt them. | | 
And for my part,neighbor,I wonder as much 
Peao. | at them,how they can think I ſhould not pub- 


| 1:{s love, till they got power into their hands , | 
| and then / in their ſingular love.) they cur the} 
throats of as many as openly durſt profels ro-dif | 

| 


lickly preach agi1nſt them, who take all occaſt | 
ons to ſeduce my flock, and make uſe of all advar- | 
rages to render my Perſon and DoCtrine odious | 
to my hearers. And as for the love they bear to 


trial ofit; but if Thad, I fear it would prove a 
| Mnunſtcr-love, where that party pretended no | 


fe: from them. And truly neighbour, though 


love with their praiſes, you will not wonder 
at me if I will hardly believe them : for you do 


 couragement from men in power) how often 


| chey have uttered threatning ſpeeches; and how} 


many publick inſolencies and affronts they have 


you friend; have they at no time endeavoured to 
inſti] cheir princsples into you? which I fufpe, 


| 
| 
, 
! 


} becauſe I obferve you have had a child lately, 
f and I perceiveyou make no haſte to baptizeir. 


ua »- of —_— my» a 
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. me,I pray God I may never have need td make | 


ci1ey yy fair to you, whom they hope to make| 
{| aPro elyte, yet compare bue their profeſſions of | 


——_— — 


not ſee with-what malice, and bitterneſle they do |, 
| in other companies rail at, reviſe, and reproach | 
me and (eſpecially when they had h6pes ofer- | 


offered me, even in mine own Congregation; | 
þ and theſe catinot be arguments of any greatlove.| 
| But to leave that diſcourſe, and them to the re-| 
| cover;” of a better mind in Gods time, I pray| 
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Tenn. ens 
of Tafant- Baptiſm. _ 
} TI cannot deny($Sir) but I bave had ſeveral dif- p - 
courſes with them concerning-infant-Bapriim, 
q and by them I am rendred ſomewhat:more uns | 
- FE [Hatisfied in the point then formerly ;' which hath | .- 
[occaſioned that delaying the Baptiſm 'of my 
Child which you ſpeak of. z 
But neighbour, if Baptiſm be(as it is) an Or- 
dinance of God to be applyed to Infants of be- 
lieving Parents, then it is not ſafe to delay it up- 
on any pretence whatſoever, For although God 
be not bound to his Ordinance ſo, as to give] . 
grace to all Ele& children, at the inſtant of Bap- | 
tiſm, yet (ſeeing Sacraments are not only bare 
ſigres and ſeals of the Covenant, but con- 
duits of the grace of the Covenant, when and as 
JGcd is pleaſed to diſpence ir) 1 know not why 
chzt Sacrament to ſome Ele children , I mean | 
thoſe thar dye in infancy, may not. be indeed 
tne /aver of repencr.ition, ard they receive the 
grace of Baptiſm with the ig e.For if no perſon 
can enter into the Kingdome of Heaven, except: 
- } WJ his perſon be juſtified, and his nature ſanRitied, | 
n { and God uſerh to diſpenſe theſe praces in ſore 
Ordirance or other, ſeeing ſuch Infants live| 
e| WW not tobecapableof any other Ordinznce, why 
: | WJ ſÞould 1 nor believe them regenerated in Bap- | 
[WJ ciſm? Andif fo, a Parent cannot anſwer the 
= | WY neglect of any means regularly to be had, where- | 
1 11 grace may be conveyed into them, Nay,were | 
o| WW <bereno morein the matrer bt this,char 1 deny 
ti God the Tir/e which by the Covenant he hath! 
'- | ©2 My ſeed, and that as ſdon as they are mine, 1| - 
' {I {bovld fearGod would be as angry wich me as he | 
- [was with 1oſes, for Celayingto circumciſe his | 


— 
. 


WWW WW ww iv vin 7 YV 


of ww. WW. 57 "*% FB, ww: &” vu. W 


ee _———_—_ Cates OE 


X 4 hy 4 - 
- go je 4 p 
" 
VIA OS ee el 2A) eos oY O96 Me ee ENG GY oe eee. 6 ts 


\ 
* 4 4 et op tt ”, ” 


ee CEE 


_ \ 


—_— IE 


The Prattical uſe —_— 


-#ng hems tnto rhe. Church,or.vi fcble body of Chriſt, 
| and engaging bim to be the: Lords; And upon the 
| account of a-duty, ſo it is neceſlary that as ſoone; 


| gration (for till ſuch a time, I, think there is no 
neceflity'of caHing for a Miniſter ro do it in pri- 
| vate, for any weakneſs of the Infant or any,o- 


j-people who have made it a cuſtome, & are loath 
|.to leaveit, we are fain to condeſcend to them} 


Exoil.34, 'Childe, and 1. might be in as much danger as he, 
| {when che: angel! of the Lord mer himin the way 


| «4ſonght to-hill him, 


1. - It ſeems then, Sir, you think it a matter of ne- 
' ceſity torBaptize Children; -Iever thought ic an 
| indifferent thing, that being a cuſtome received 
. amongſt us, it might be done rather.then give 
-\offence, i | | 
'. Iam ſorry( peighbour)chat ever you preſented 
[a Child to Baptiſm 
; [I do, and you ought to look upon Baptiſmas an 
' | Ordinance of God, - frgnifying and ſealing paradox| | 
| of fins and ſanfdification of ugture to your childe, 


m upon ſuch grounds. Indeed: 


by ybe fþrinkling of the blood of Chriſt, engraft- 


.asconveniently you may get a publick Congre- 


ther reaſon, although for the perverſneſs of our 


{ herein) youdo in the face afall his people, with 
4 the ſolemn conjunction of their prayers, give up} 


| prehend it as.you do, but I am now ſtumbled at 
| the /aw/#lzefſe of it, ſo far am I from believing] 
q its #eceſity inthe way ofa duty. —.' |! 
} That Baptiſm is an Ordinance to which all| Y: 
| thoſe are to be.admitted who are capable to re-| þ 

ceiveit,l hopeyou will grant ; and theretore if| | 


your Child to God in this way. | 
Ando I ſhould, Sir, to morrow next if I ap- 


i | 


; 
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of Infant-Baptiſm. 

your Infant be capable of receiving Baptiſm, Tj 
think you will grant it alſo a duty to preſent it 
thereunto, for itis a ſin to deny any Ordinance 
ro any to whom it belongs. Eo 

-Yes, Sir, I ſhall grant you that, if you can but 
make 1t appear to me thar Infants are capable 
[ubjetts of Baptiſm. | 

Well then, I ſhall endeavour to fatisfie you | 
therein in a few words, Iwill only ask you a 
Queſtion or two, to which 1 deſire a plain and} 
poſitive anſwer from you : the firſt is, 1 

Where think you the hinderance lies, whether 
-n Gozs part, in not admitting Infants to that 
Ordinance': or ex the childs part , as being not 
capable to receive it, by reaſon of his want of 
underſtanding, &c. | 

On both. 

Firſt, then, o# Gods part, I ask you further. 

Seeing the Covenant is the principal part of a| 
Sacrament (that being the ſ#bſtarce,and the Sa- | 
| craments but the ſp xes or ſeals annexed tO it) | 
you think Infants of believing parents are #n Co: | 
| venant with God or no ? 

1 know not. 

But once they were ſo, were they not ? did} 
not God ſay to Abranamy 1 will be thy God,and 
the God of thy ſeed in theingenrations and that in 
infancy at eight dayes e/d; andif fo, whendid 
God turn out the ſeed of ſuch parents: out of} - 
Covenant > when did God alter the Covenant 
|} | of Grace,and in ſtead of, 7 will be the God of be-\ ' 

J:| Gevers,and their ſeed, ſay, I will(henceforward) 
-| Þ | 2ethe God of believers onely, not of their ſeed. 


- we P 
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I confefsT know not,nor ever heard offuch an | | 4 pep. 
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- [leration inche Covenant ; but Sir, was not this 


| cerning the Covenant of Grace, tells converted 
{ Chriſtians, both of Jewes and Gentiles, That the - 


bach y = madewith the ewes only > * 


example whereof God fave even then in taking 


venant with him 8 afterwards in admitting con- 
yetted Heathens into the Jewiſh Church , eyen 
to Chriſts time,with their children in their arms: 
Beſides that the Apoſtle Peter ſpeaking con- 


promi/e belongs to them and thiir children AQ.2 


. vet)z holy,that is,roGod by Covenant, (not on- 
' ly /egitimate or no baſt ar4s,for ſo they were not 
before, but born in lawfulſatrimopy,when both 
parents were Heethens)and the Galatians, that 


; by faith ; and the Epheſians, that the Gemiles 


chat is, the ſame Covenant, Ep#.3.6. 


where "fad they ought to have the ſeal of the 
* Covenant adrfniſtred , this will. not warrant 
their Baptiſm, 


: | Nay, but friend, if God admit children in In- 


: on him ? An honeſt man will give his ſeal, if 
| required,where he will give his word.- Beſides,if 


' Yes, hut ſo as that it extenged to the Gentiles| 
ro0,when they were takeninto the Church , an| 


Abrabams Servants and their children into Co- | 


39. And the Apoſtle Paz! tells the Corinchians, || 
| that their /e-d (if qne of the parents bea belie- 


the bl:ſſing of Abraham came «pm the Gentiles|. 


; are colgirs with rhe Jewes 5n the ſame promiſes | 


' * Butſuppoſeall this, that the Covenant ſtill} 
" holds concerning them , yet God having no 


; fancy into Covenant,and will not /ea/ that Co- | 
: yenant to them, what an aſperſion do we lay up-| 


| 


ee 
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| God gives children in Infangy the ſabfance,the| 
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|ti2ed,who have received the Holy Ghoſt as well as 


 eannor, and ſo we have not the ſame ground to 


| {not required neceſſarily to be found in all that 
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cumſtance, the ſealing of it? Nay, maynot I 
challenge what-ever « ſſwrance may be given me. 
for quiet poſſeſſion , from him that makes over. 
a Dced or yriting to me , and that inpoint of 
common equity 2 Beſides,conſlidering that God 


Seal in any-age, but admitted to the one by ver- 
rue of theother.; and laſtly,that any vile evi- 
dence of an intereſt in-rhe Covenant is the 
ground upon which the, Seals are adminiſtred : 
a5 in the caſe of thoſe Converts, Af. 10.,49.Car 
any man forbid water that theſe ſhould not be bap- 


we- The evidence that they gave that they had 
received the Holy Ghoſt ſhewed them to be in 
' Covenant, ſeeingGod did nox beſtow thoſe gifts 
'ppon any perſons our of the Church, and there-/ 
upon the Apoſile infers undeniably, that they 
' had righc to the Seal,” becauſe they had a viſible 
' CharaRer of Covenanters upon them, _ __ 
|. Yea, but thoſe perſons gave teſtimony in their 
own perſons by outward profeſſion. Infants 


| ay,chat they have received the Holy Ghoſt. 


flifying grace of the Holy Ghoſt, for the Church 
could not he aſſured of that. But the exrraorgi- 
ery gifts that theHolyGhoſt then uſed to pour 
out. upon Converts, which ( though they were 


were baptized, yet)where they were found, they 
were an outward teſtimony that God had-actu- 


Deca it teltwll he deny them af ormaluy, A cir- 


[never parted thele two , the Covenant and the | 


TheHely Ghoſt there ſpoken of is not the ſan- 


—— — 


fly admitted ſuch into the Church, and ſo they 


were 
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were to be baptized and ſolemnly admitted by! 
his Miniſters. Now if God tell us himſelf char In- 
| nant,8& by conſequence within theCharchzis not 
that as ſutficient, nay a more ſufficient ground 
for tis to proceed upon,then thevi/ible profeſſion 
pfany man , or any extraordinary gifes, which | 
have no neceſflary connection with holineſs > 
But why then do you not admit ſuch Infants 
to the Sacrament of the Lords Supper ? 
 BecauſeGod requires a particular qualificati- 
en to that Ordinance, which Infants are not ca- 
pable of, to wir, the exerciſe of actual grace in 
examination, diſcerning the Lords Body, andwve- 
membring the death of Chriſt. Beſides,the diffe- 
rent nature of theSacraments hints unto us a ſpe- 
cial difference in this caſe : for the Sacrament of 
Baptiſm being a Sacrament of Regeneration, and 
ſo of admiſſion intorhe Charch , may admit In- 
fants(whoare capable of that grace, elſe dying 
Infants cannot be ſaved: ) But the other Sacra-. 
ment being a Sacrament of improvement & [pi- 
ritual growth-in Chriſt requires ſom ſtanding in 


the proper Ordinaticefor grown Chriſtians, as 
the food of grace actually received, 


two Sacraments, fufficient to ſatisfe-me in that 
Objection. - Bur is thereany thing more to be 
pleaded on Gods part for the right of Infants to. 
this Ordinance > -* © £1 | 

Yes, and therein alſo I ſhall appeal to your 
own "conſcience in this queſtion more , z/hat 


think, you of the eternal condition of Infants ? 


fants of believing Parents are with:n the Cove- | 


the Church, and ſtrength of tomack, and fo is 


I confeſſe T ſee a diſproportion between the | 


C 


L 


are ; 


- — 


o are any of znem [aved , 4 an Infancy a 


in that-point or rio ?. 


[towards them.; but your charjty.muſt be groun- 
ded, elſe you will quickly be: ſhaken ur of that | 


{point,l will ſhewyoua little Spriptureniedocies 


\rhat dyed the ſeventh day, either after its birth / 
or the denunciation of that judgement by \Ns 


; the Grave. 


| ſideration, And it had beet a poor comfore $0 


_ [which muſt needs bein the Kingdome.of Hea- 
{ven : beſides, it would rather bave been a great 


of Inſant- anos 


Surely they are,alchough Imufttell you;ſome 
doubt whether the Scripture, affirm any- Ching 


Lam glad you have not: loſt all your charity 


00; -and therefore for your confirmation inthat 


co ſettle itupor your ſpirifs.. -- --: 

And truly Sir] ſhall willingly entertaine ie; 
that I may beable to anſwer thole that cades 
your to ſturble' me herein.  -., - 

Well then; what think you of Davids ebitd: 


than, all agree it dyed in infancy; What meatis 
David when he faith, 7 ſhall gotoit, but ir foal 
yot returnto me? 2 Sam. I2.23, 


It maybe he means, to rhe Place of the. dec 4] | 
No,ſurely,he means ahe Kingdeme of Hes a 


ven. w 
- Howdoth that appeare 
BecauſeDavid comforts himielf with chise con-| 


tated _ 


David to conſider that he ſhould one day lie by 
his child inthe Grave, but that he hoped for a 
more comfortable meeting with it after death, 


heath ted 


_— 


affittson to him to think that his childwas dead; | 


|:f he had no ground to believe. other then that | 


he was derned.. For we findin the caſe of:ab- | 


|. alom, 
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| co:doube,, how 
comforted,chap.1$.33. 


ing of Chriſtian Friends for their dead, 1 Theſ. 


| »of without hope of their ſalvation;which ſtrong- 
ly:concludes, that the death of friends of whoſe 
vai ton we kave no ground of hope, may de- 
| ſervedly the more affli& us:and by conſequence, 
If David were out of hope of his childs falvati- 
on, he had little reaſon to put off his mourning 
upon the death of his child, and had more cauſe 


'hehad cauſe to believe it in a ſafer condition. 
Bur to leave that , and proceed, what do you 
think, did wor thouſands of the fews children aje 


in {nfancy ? 


break his part of the Covenant With any one, Who 
doth not break with him ? 


| | - Noſurely,forhe is a God that keeperh proms/e 


and {ovenant for ever, 8 is fo far from that,that 
he keeps Covenant with us, when we.deal trea- 


| cherouſly and perfidiouſly with him. | 
t - Well 


then, the Jews Infants dying in infancy, 
EEE FORE, we 
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4:13.doth it from this principle, that they were 


| by" far 20 k-ep 5r 09, ſeeing whilſt the child lived, | 


Yes, no doubr. I 
| - And ſurely you will not ſay they were al 
| damned. h 
| - Poſlibly they might , for any thing wefind | 
written to the contrary. | 
Say you [2 45G 04 i:Covenant with thim or nc? 
 Yes,he was in Covenant with ch:ms, and rkeir | 
ſeed. MEDIP 
| And have we ground to think that Goa Will 


| 


eee the 
A 


w— 
; elem, concerning whoſe falvation he had caule 
monrnesand would not be 


f And the Apoſtle that moderats the mourn. 
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we muſt jadg, were not excluded the Kingdom 
| of Heaven, ſeeing they dyed under chewing of 
| Gods Covenant, which on their part thiey could | 
not forfeit by any actual fin, and withouc aRu- 
al forfeiture we have no warrant to think God 
antwlls his Covenant with any one. , 
But that Covenant with Abraham and his | 
ſeed,was a covenant of outward things, as ſome 
ay, viz. to give them the Land of Canaan, 
But it was a Covenant made with al hu ſeed, 
for upon the account thereof they were all cir- 
cumciſed,and admitced to the Paſſover. 


Suppoſe that, what follows thence ? 


ward Covenant, containing the promiſe of a 
Temporel Canaas;for elſe choſe children-of A- | 
brabam that dyed in infancy, and the reft of his 
poſterity, who dyed our of the land of Canaan, 
had had no ſhare init, and fo the Seal to them 
had confirmed a meer b/ank. or as bad, to wit, 
ſuch a deed as they ſhould never be the better for. 
| And therefore no doubt the protniſe of Ca- 

| 94a» i5 rather an addition tothe Covenant, then 
the ſubfance of «ut; or ifofthe ſubſtance ofir,it 
| implyes more then the Land fo called, and muſt 
{ be underftood Typically of alpiritual Canaas, 


| led the Covenant to thoſe believers, andeleRed 
Infants who enjoyed not the temporal Caneay, 

ſeeing they enjoyed that orher reſt which eſa, 
| not 7oſbxe brought them to : which is that that 
che Apoltte affirms, Heb.3. Ando, the additi- 


———_— T5 


Yes,this follows, That it was wore then an ont- | 


the Kingdome of Heaven. And ſo God futfil- | 


— 
F 
- 


| on of the promiſe of Canaan to theCovenant of | 


| EY 


| Abtaham, is afirtner argument for me to prove 
| __._ the 
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the ſalvation of tho'e Infants dying in Infancy , | 
to whom Temporal {2144 was no mercy. 
Bur it isclear; that the ſubſtance of the Cove- 
nant was Spiritual,a Covenant of Grace, becauſe 
Circumciſion annexed to it as a Seal, (ignified | 
thoſe Spiritual and ſaving mercies, Dent. 30. 6. | 

Rom:;4.11. Col2.11,'2. '© 
- But whatdoth'that concern our Infants, who | * 
are not of Abrabams loines ? SE bY 

Yes, for by the former argument I have pro- 
ved the Covenant with Abraham and believing 
Gentiles the ſame : Belides,can it be imagined | # 
that God who..gave ſalvation to Infant-Jews, | | 
ſhall exclude the infantsof the believing Gen- | 
tiles ont of the Kingdome of Glory,who are ten 
thouſand times the number, in all probability ?' | 
what is there that ſhould make ſo great a diffe- 
rence, or on what word can we ground the con- 
ceit of ſo- great a difference > _ | 

'Well,] ſuppoſe this proved ſufficiently, that | 
Infants may be ſaved ; but what is that to prove 
that they may be Baptized? 

I have one argument more in this point, and 
then I will ſhew you.. You find our Saviour 
Chriſt affirming no leſle in poſitive terms. at. 
I9.15,16.recorded by two otherEvangliſts alſo, 
Suffer little children to come unto me, for of ſuch 
i the Kingdeme of heaven.Andit 1s remarkable, 
that Zuke when he relate the ſame ſtory, to aſl 
| ſure us, that they were not capable of actual } 
| faith,calls them #pipy;Infants, L*k.18 15 aword 
| which conſtantly is uſed to ſignifie that render 
| age, and neverapplyed to any adzlt children. 
Bur it is ſaid, that of ſuch x the Kingdome of | 
| cd © 3 
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| meek, humble,& c. like the'e. 


| doth he not bleſs ſheep, doves, ſerpents,&c. be- 


| their right ro Baptiſm. 


- | ture beyond the Church , Chriſt is the Savionr 


| account of Memberſhip in the Chxrch inviſible, 


CAP Ml 


Adyerſaries of Infant-Baptiſm, of thoſe that are 


| Surely, friend this muſt needs be a wretched 
evaſion ; for can any man think that Chriſt be- 
tows bleſlings upon any thing meerely upon a 
bare {imilitude between Saints and it ? why then 


tween whom and Saints there is no lefſe reſem- 
blance?Is the ſolemn bleſling ofChriſt beſtowed 
upon ſuch ſlight grounds ? | 

I might poilibly have ſpared much of this la- 
bour upon your former conceſlion , but that I 
was willing to eſtabliſh your belief in this point 
upon Scripture-grounds : and therefore I ſhall 
now ſhew you what uſe I make of that hath 
been ſaid. 

Yea Sir, I expe& you ſhould now ſhew how 
the conceſlion of /a/vatios to Infants, concludes 


Thus, Salvation 1s not extended by the Scrip- 


of his body,and that only, Eph.5.23. If then In- 
fants be capable of ſalvation, they are of the body; 
and if ſo,have righr to the Seal of admi '[[ron, by. 
which Members are engrafted thereinto, which 
1s Baptiſm. _ 
Yes, without doubt, if Infants be faved,it fol- 
lows that they are Members of the Church invi- 
ſible ; but Baptiſm 1s not adminiſtred upon the 


except it appear allo that any of them belons to 


the (harch vifpble, 


Ged, not of :be/e,but of ſuch as. theſe, i.e. fay the 


After. 


This I ſhall undertake therefore, to evince in 
_ _ 
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the nexc place upon the former prounds : ſurs 
ty you -being convinced that Infants are nor on 
| Gods part excluded from an intereſt in theCove- 
' nant of grace& ſalvation by it, eicher extend that 
' charity ro alllnfants.of ſame only; if to alInfants, 
| your charity is no Scriptural chariry, becauſe 
the Scripture affirms all to be born in original 
finne, and adds moreover; that divers infants | 
' who never committed aCtual ſinne , dyed upon 
that account everlaſtingly; for the Apoſtle tells 
us ſo expreſly, Rom.5.14. And as for thoſe thar 
[were deſtroyed in the fire of Sodom aild its 
[neighbour Cities; the Apoſtle Zxde tells us that 
they all /uffer che vengrance of eternal fre; and 
ſurely many hundreds of them were Infants. 1f 


Or ni og hot + 


—_— 
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your charity extend to /ome Infants only, 1 
| would fain know what ground there is upon | 


which your charity may hope the ſalvation of 
{ome Infants more then rh&s., Upon what 

ground did David hope the falvation of by | 
child, more then of any child of the curſed Ca- | 
'naanites 2 Upon what ground can any Chreſtian | 
expe the ſame concerning his child, more then 
concerning the child of a ſ#rk oran Iadias ? 
Tf there be a rule. on which this difference 1s 
founded, that rule will make choſe Infants viſible | 
Church-Members,and others not. For every one 

concerning whoſe ſalvation the Church have 
preſent warrantable ground to hope, 1s by right | 
'2 Member thereof, ſeeing the Church on earth 
bath no reaſon to ſhut the doors againſt ſuch , 
whom itis perſwaded God will (they dying in | 
fuch acondition)admit into Heavey, _ 

' Bur is there ſuch a ground of diſtinguiſh- 
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eas Mr borce th cahrrtins - 


ins Charity to Infants, . I pray what-is-it 2. -. . 

1hereis;and chat is,the parents wifphleChurchs 
memberſhip , and external relation 'to the Cover 
«ant ; forthe Covenant (as was before ſaid )ad- 
mitting parents, admits their ſeed:with therh : 
and by conſequence,the ſeed of thoſe who are in 
Covenant themtelves, are in Covenant upon 
cheir account. 

Now ſeeing the Covenant runs only. to Be- 
lievers and their (eed,and no where tO the /eed of 
profeſſed unbe/ievers,we may and muſt conclude, 
chat the Infant ſeed of ſuch unbelievers have no 
hope of ſalvation, andrhe ſeed of profeſſed be- 


former ground, and the/e nor ſo. 


knowledgment of theſe 


may be counterfe:t. But ſuch infants are accepted 
as Church-members upon a divize_Teſtimony 
| concerning them and their condition, which.in 
their preſent infant-ſtate they cannot be liable to; 
| any ſuſpition of defeating by hypocrifie. Simon. 
Magus profeſling, was a Church-membgr and 
an, Hypacrire ; Infants being by God owned. 
for Church-members, poſlibly may be zox-ele- 
fted but cannot be bypocrites,., ..,,, .., | 
I conteſle Sir,you fay more for the Baptizing 
of Infants, then | have. before heard, and 1 do 
| not at the preſent ſee what may be ,maxerially 
objected , yet is there one thing that. ſticks with 
me more then all the reſt, and that is che aſel:ſſe- 
- < xeſle 
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lievers have; and by conſequence it toilows, | 
j that » beſe are viſible. Church-Members upon the | 


' Nay, wehave as much,if not more ground to | 
acknowledg the Church-memberſhip of ſuch /-:- |. 
fants.then of grown Wann becauſe our ac- | 

epends upon their ow» | 
teſtimony only in a viſible profeſſion , which | 
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neſs of this Dotrine, and of thi Ordinance ſo ad- 
miniſtred,leeing Infants at preſent can make no 
uſe of it;and in my judgement there is no ſuch 
advantageto be made by them, when they come 
to years of diſcretion, of that Baptiſm which in 
Infancy they received, as might be made of the 
ſame received at years of judgment upon their 
own perſonal profeſlion. 

- Youthenconceive an hinderance o# the chi/ds 
4+1, but I ſhall not eaſily grant you, that Bap- 
ciſm is altogether uſelefſe unto Infants dving in 
'afancy , For(beſides that divers Divines of ſpe- 
cial note; do hold the juſtification of all duely 
| baptized [nf ints tn Baptiſm, & dying in infancy, 
und the waſhing away the guilt of original fin 
- rem all Infants /o baptized, whether ele(l or nov- 
. le&,which(I confeſs) I cannot ſwallow in ſuch 
1 laticude, for divers reaſons, which it is beſide my 
pretent bulinefle to alledge, and the main of 
them 1s, that this Doctrine ſeems too much to 
favour Apoſtacy from grac: you know I have be- 
| fore given you ſome grounds why I perſwade 
my ſelf,that ſome 1nfants,to wit, /uch as being e« 
letted dir in Infancy, are juſithea ard ſantiified 

-n the adminiſtration of that Ordinance. 
But not to in{ſt further onthat,I ſhall under- 


part, ſomething more then yeu delire in ris 
point, v'z, 
T tat there 1s much more advantage to be made 
inorder to ſanitification,conſolation, and ſe- 
veral other way:s, of rhe Dot int and pras- 


dice of Infant- Baptiſm, then of that De- 


ftrine and prattiſe that limits Baptiſm on- 
_ 4+ 
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 take(by Gods afliſtance)ro ſhew you, before we| | 
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| ly to perſonal profeſſion at years of diſcretion. Sh 
If I prove it more uſeful, 1 do with advans | 


F 


zage prove it as uſeful , which ts thething 
you queſtion. _ | 
1 grant it 1s more then I deſire, and if you per- 


and ſuch as1 am, being plain and unlearned men, 
| are not ſocapable of judging of thoſe argaments 
that are diſputed on both iides in this matter ; 
wherefore we rather leave them to be examined 
by learned men. Burt that that prevails moſt 
with us,is the ſe/e{sxe/s of that adminiſtration, 
and the foundations upon which it is built, to- 


pray you proceed in your intendment. Pf 
_ Very willingly I ſhall, for (although I think! 
it no ſutficient Argument to prove a divine [x | 


ſtitution in any thing,to ſhew how uſet, ul it may | 


novate ; in which caſes it is an eaſfie matter for! 
the wit of man to find out ſome praQical uſe 
or other of every ſuch invention of their own. 


, 


remonies upon this Church of Jate years, and} 


in queſtton,as to Divine Inſtitution, hath muc 


gether with the advantage which in this parti- | 
cular,we conceive, the contrary principles and 
praRtiſe have in point of benetir, wherefore I 


| be; becauſe I know that ir is an advantage given | 
| fo thoſe that ſhall at any time be willing to in- | 


braines , (and hereof we have had ſufficient ex-| 
perience in thoſe who obtruded a fardel of. ce-| 


| form this, I ſhall entirely yeild you the whole | 
queſtion : For (to tel] you the truth) my ſelf, | 


, 


| would have ſcrewed them up to a Divine inſti-] 
tution upon ſuch grounds, Yet) when any. thing] 


countenance from Scrinture, interpteted by the| 


Peds; 


| conſtant practice: of the be/t 
= Cate ns 


antiquity, it may 
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Heb.1 2.16 


be of conſiderable advantage to tur: the ſcales in 
a rational mans judgment, that it hath a ſpecial 
uſe towards the promoting of godlineſs for the 


preſent, & aſſuring happineſs tor the future:eſpe. 


cially when an «nqrzeſtnable Divine Inſtirn'ion 


hath appointed formerly a para/-/Ordinance for 
che ſame uſes , and thoſe uſes are as evidently, 


#71thout forced conſequences,to be made of the 
.nſtitution #x queſt io,as ever of that former we" 
is ozet of queftior,, which is the cale of B zpri/mp , 
with relation to C:ircoamer fron , which was inſti- 


Baptiſm, and wasthen uſed for the ſame exds. 
Wherefore I very well like your motion in 

:his particular,and concur with you in your re- 

ſolution, to ieave the »0:i0nal part of this queſti- 


| 20,and examine the prattical part , and that tor, | 
| -heſe additional reaſons. 


7. Becauſe moſt people /c// this precious birth- 


| 7ighr of theirs, and their Infants, in Gods Cove- 
| nant,and(by conſequence )in Baptiſm, for as lit- 


tleas E/az . (who therefore is called pr-phaxe 
E/zv,becaule he fold theChurcl-privileag of his 
poſterity, not becauſe he fold .a meer-#r Ward pr:- 

ogative of being che firſt-born, for that had at 


] moſt been bur zo/y,or(at moſt )but a c:v1l imjary 
[co his poſterity,and not in any ſenſe profaxere/s, 


ſeeing an heirthar ſells away his Land of 1nhe- 


| ritance, is not therefore to be: called yrofa-e) 1 


fay, many like & /as,fcll his birth-righr, becauſe 
they knew not what goud ut wrnld dv wnt. them. 
2. Becauſe I perceive the m:in Art of Sedu- 


'|-cers, in their {rares they lay for plain-meaning 


; people, lyes that. way, they ſeek to prove It -2- 
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ruted by God to ſignitie the /am* r:4ngs with | 


lawfal, 
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of Infant-Baptiſm. 


_ wful; becauſe #»«/eful. For it is no hard mat- 
er for them to perſwade ſilly people, that In- 
ants being uncapable of underſtanding what is 
done to them in Baptiſm,may as well be :-:thour 
itas with it, ſeeing all the uſe they can make of 
.c.i5 at years of diſcretion, and if 10, were'it not 
better (ſay they) to defer the «dw:#»ijt» prion of 


W |chatrill ſuch years, whereof no «/e canbe made 


til then ? 2 
3: Becauſe I perceive it is the Divils great 


rathcal improvement of their Baptiſm; by fil- 
ing oftheir heads with »ori9vs, and engaging 


ind as he deals in -hz4,ſ0 in the other Sacram: wt, 
e hath endeavoured and ſtill endeavours(if poſ- 


L | ble) ro keep men from-enjoying of it -by ſuch | 
jueſtions, ſo herecofore:, by ſtirring: Ditpures | 


:bout "Altars, and Rayles, and Geftw3erand the 


Liturgy wherein it was adminiftred,and:hagweſs | 


f Miniſters adminiftrins; -and of tate about 
*-mmunicants , incapecity of adminiſtatuun !'s 


want of an eff abliſhed Goveram: 1 &C: Re hath | 
ti] prevailed with divers, ſo far as" toexclude | 
chem from it for divers; years together; Now || 
there is no'ſuch way tocountermine him herein, | 
as by endeavouring to lift up the pratitcal parn| 


of Sacraments in the minds of men, ashigh as 
ever the comtroverſal part Was. 184+ 3* -, 

_ . 4. BecauſeI have cauſe to conceive, that In- 
fant-Baptiſm being an e-gagi»g Ordivancehath 
(under God) been ſancifed to the preſervation 
of divers perſons in theſe giddy times in- the | 


policy to'turn offthe minds of men from the | 


:hemin diſputes about the adminiſtzation of it ; || 


belief of that Truth wherein they wereBaptized, | 


3;  where- 
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; whereas 1t appeares (on the other (ide) that the| 


—_ 


judgment. of God hath in no one thing more 
viſibly broken forth againſt the generaliry of the 
renouncersthereof, then #5 g12ing them over tO 
the renquncing thoſe principles and. wayes of | 
God to which they were then engaged; God u- 
ſually- puſhing partial Apoſtacy with :otal| 
and xniverſal back-ſliding. | 
' Buttothe proofs, and firſt, (in genera!) no| | 


age it was kitteſt , and moſt beneticial roadmit| | 
Members into ic ; yet weſee that (although he| i 
took the firſt root «Abrabam when he was a| 
grown tyce at years of diſcretion, yet) he choſe 
rather to take the reſt of the p/anrs when they 
were :W:zs im their infancy. And doubtleſs ſeeing 
Circumciſion was (as Baptiſm is) an en7aeing 
Ordinance obliging them ro God, and God to 
.them,. he knew it was of more uſe for-hx glory 
and ſervice; and their profit and comfort, to ra- 
tifie that engagemenc berimes, and I perfwade|| 
'myTelf, hadit been pollible for Abraham to have 
'been athischoice ; - he would have rather bee: 
admitted in Infancy as-hisfeed were,for his own 
profit, upon Arguments which you ſhall heare 
| anon. AndT conceive the like of thoſe men and] 
 womenthat were baptized at years of diſcreti-|l |. 
| on, thatthey, had they been alike ar liberty, | 
would have made the like choice. | 
Sir,I deſire thoſe grounds you ſpeak of, for til] 
4 them,I cannot conceive ſuch a cheice "ey 
+ 


| Twill perform your deſire, and ſo proceed to] 
particular Arguments,  - Firſt 


ow n_—_— 


queſtion -but God knew, when he had a Church | 
to ſer upinthe world in Abrahams time,at what | i 


ON of Inf. ant; Baptiſm. . 
= \ Firſt then, in-point of » nttificarion, The | 
1e| zrounds & praCtile of /nfa»t-B :pti/m,:are more q = 
reſi] »tif1irg then thoſe of Baptiſm recgived ar »1i- "I 
1e er. ageand more conduce to the afting thereof | 
0| in all its latitude. Saxttification-conhits of two | 
pf parts, TE 
of Aortification,or a death yntoſfan. | | 
all Tifcation, oralifeuncoGod. I 
® | Now Sacraments. are helpful-to;SanRiticati- | 
" [on.eicher morally by motive and engagement. to | | 
h & [|:he praRtice of it, or phy fically,, 'by;;conveying 
71 [{trength and power thexeunto. .... 41/1 | 
ll | Asto the latter.of theſe. Sacraments covey who 
| [Grace from God, as other means dg; meerly ac+ HM | 
11 |-ordins to his good pleaſure; without.any rela- | 1 
le | :10n to the capacity of, the creatures/,and ſure- | 
Y | 'y God can work Grare 1n Infants, as;well as in | 
EW | elder perſons, byinfufion; and therefore herein | 
5 | | | fee-no ground to. lay.any compariſqazſo chat] | 
01 i | (hall. undertake only. the former gf theſe wayes, | 
y herein God ſanipes by Sacrameats, wiz. by, | $4 
Y way of mutive Or engagement On; our parts 3 y -> 
© |: bis 1 ſhall ſhew, - oxtit-s Sans gf 
e -.-- C1. From. the groznds0n which its þ 
A 3 practiſed. 2:911" 11 | 
, - - © 2. From ths pradtiſe it felf. | 
"| Andfhallplainly evidence toyon;,.. that the |; | 
al :rounds of Infant-Bapriſm afford, ſtrong wo., |; - 
- 1:%es,and the prattiſe of it{ironger. ngage ments | g 
»{{@ | to SanGitfication in;;boath the fore-mentioned,|; 
parts,then the contrary grounds & practiſe can, || | 
1! and F hope I proceed according.to. your mind. : |! ; 
f 1 like your method well, Ipray.you proceed, [| A ey; 
| aS yon have begun, _.. 08 -hroor «old | 
A800 C4 | Well 
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.  Welithen neighbour, *to begin with murives 


to mortsficution of fin) The ground of Infant-Bap- 


LK” 2. 


| ceſt ors, 25d theirs with'God; NowT ask you, 
Neighbour,fuppoſing you had an enmity againſt 
two perſons,the one upon ſome /are perjonal 1:;- 


a perſonal;burupon an ancient hereditary Gar = 
7e/,runnitig-m'the blood;like that of the Gruelphs 
arndGibiliints: which of the two were likely to 
undergoetheheavieſt ſhock of your revenge? 
 »- Surely the hereditary efiemie. "5, 
| {-Well-then,apply this to the preſent caſe, To 
| beborri tfider the Covenant of Anceſtors , ren- 
ders fin-an'hereditary enemy , whereas without 
that conſideration, a mans engagement-againſt 
115 only aerſonal quartel. = 


= And asfor the pratti/c'of Infant-Baptſm, no 
queſtionir promotes the morrifitarion of ſin, with 
tar more vigour arid activity then the ſame re- 
ceived ar-riper years .,” for'that enmity is moſt 

| morcal whietfgrows up witha'man from the ve- 
ry cradle ; ſurely, let a mans engagements 8- 
 gainſt ſin 6therwiſe be never ſo ftrong, yet are 
[they much heighrened by contituance; and 
; without all queſtion, the all-wiſe God fore-ſaw 
that'ir'-would be no- ſmall advantage 'to* this 
-work' of rutting [ ﬀ The body of the ſfinns of rh. 

| 7=/6,to engage his againſt it in Infancy,as he-did 
1n Circumdſton; and particularly'as to origin! | 


| tifm (4s Cirtuinciſion of 61d) affords a real con- 
vittiorofit;and engagement againſt it. That In- 
fants need Baptiſmal waſvrzg zip 
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tiſm(asF t61d you) is G3ds Covenant with An 


| Jun} received from him:the other nor only upon | 


n,(vherein the life of ſiniconſiſts.) Infant-Bap-] 


| 


| 


oclaims them| 


kk. 
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OY 


'| what need-'of waſhing, bur that they are filth 
from the womb,it remembers them not. Amd'pol- 
fibly therenunciation of [hfant-Baprtiſm;, (be- 
ing ſo undeniable a conviction of original 11n) 
may be a cauſe why ſo many of that way:, deny | 


lemn league and confederacy(ifI may ſo expreſs 
my ſelf) entred into with the Spirit of -God a- 
' gainſt ir, to begin from the very hour, to. grow 
, up with him, and ſhew it ſelf againſt all mott- 


| 


| {quence more-morally invalid. - 


[/cretion, doth not give any; particular evidence 


i . 


dt 


uu ? ot Infant Baptiſm. ER 
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j1:14iz Evenas toon as they are born, which, ſee 
ing they cannot then be by ati«a! 1inne, it re- | 
maines that. they muſt needs be ſo from the 
wem:,Thus the cutting off of the /ore+:hins. of the 
fleſp of Infants of old, tignifying the cutting off 
the fore-shryt of the hear: as often as they reflet> | 
ed upon that Ordinance then recetved,.the Jews 
muſt needs be minded, that they brought h+ arts 
into the world with them that needed to be cir- 
camciſed. Now Baptiſm received ur years of ds- 


againſt »riginal jy, ſeeing it15 adminiſtred after 
the commilton of many actual corruptions :' It 


muſt indeed mind them that they are f/thy. elle 


] 


der that they were from their cradle bxried with | 


original ſin together with Jnfan;-Bap:iſm. 
Nor ts it a leſs effectual exgegement againſt it, 
for by a perſon baptized in Infancy,there isa ſo- 


ons and affe&tions ſtirred up in his heart thereby: | 
whereas ih perſons baptized. at riper years, this 
engagement is of a far later date, and by conle- 


And -(as'to acual fin) no queſtion but In- 
fant-Baptiſm doth lay a very great obligation 
upon many: perſons to deteſt it, when they. confi- 


Chrt- 


SE ————— ———_— 
— ———— — 
hug bY 


| Pads. 


The Prattical uſe 


4 
———_— 


| x. Faith: which I ſhall demonſtrate, 


Chriſt in baptiſm,and therein engaged not to ad- 
' mit ſin to reign 5 their mortal b:d-es, Rom.6.12 
Andtherefore God thinks fit to engage them a- 
| gainſt it inthat age,before they commit any, to 
ſhew them that they mult begin to die to 1: fro 
thenceforth, and not to admit any acquaintance | 
with it inany ſucceeding part of their lives, 
| But what fay you tothe other part of San- 
Qification which conſiſts in our reſwrref7.» ro | 
mewne's »f life?Hath Infant-Baptiſm'the advan- | 
tage of promoting that more then the:ſume ad- þ 
miniſtration at riper years? TS | 

Yes, no queſtion, whether you look upon it in| 
the Graces or Duties thereof, F irlt, inthe exer- | 
 ciſing ſaving graces ; It promotes the aRings of | 
ſeveral graces, as | 


1:From the ground Fe ere 
3. From the - yy of Infant-Baptiſm. 

1. The ground of Infant-Baptiſm,Gods Coye- 
nant with us in our Anceſtors , carries herein 
great weight. It.is a very uſual thing for poſte- 
rity to put much confidence in fuch an one as | 
hath been a conſtant friend to the family whence | 
they are deſcended : Thence the Pfalmiſt, Lord, | 
| thow. haſt been.our d\velling place from generation | 
' to generation ; ana our fathers have told us What | 
wonders thou didſt in their dayes &c. Thence the 
Saints intheir prayers fo often act faich upon 
the Covenant of fote-fathers, Remember Abra- 
ham, Iſaac, and Jacob faith Moſes Exond.z2.13 
and they do not do it raſhly, for God gives ſuffi- 
cient ground: for fuch:a.contidence.in this patti- 


cular. He profeſſeth himſelf s God for wing wer 


E 


— 


— 


for your /aker, but they 
meſo; for as touching rhe eleftion, the remnant | 
\ which are according to the eleftion of prace (as he | 
calls them ver.5)they are beloved, 1.1. ſo as to be | 


y "II FS 
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cj unto thunſands of gene artons of them that lov 
hin:(in the ſecondCommandement)and: that not 


account of their parents,as he v:ſrrs the iniquity 


nally partakers of their guilt. 7 RT 

Cod puts a ſpecial Emphaſis of favour upon 
the people of //ree/,when he calls them the /eed 
of eAbraham hu friend, Iſai. 41.8.q.d. lowe 
| you more favour then other, becauſe you are the 
ſe:d ot a good friend of mine , and Lallow you 
co make uſe of me accordingly. 

And this in /pirirmal and rewporal mercies. 

In /pirirzal mercies, God beſtows them (ma- 
{ny times )upon the account of his Covenant with 


' Anceſtors,on their children. Two eminent proofs 
T have for it. The one is Row. 11.28. where the ; 


Apoſtle diſcourſing of thecalling of the Jewesto 
Chriſt in the latter dayes,tells the Gentiles, that 
it is true, God hath unchurched chem, that the 

Gentil:s might be grafted into their place, for 

(faith he) roxching the aſpel, they are enemies 

all not alwayes conti- 


called home in Gods time, for the Fathers ſakes. 


'Gods Covenant with their fore- fathers reflets 


his ſpecial love upon them in converſion, at fo 


barely upon their pex/ona! account, but upon the- 


of the parents that hate him, upon the third and 
| fourth generation ; although they be not perſo- 


many hundred years diſtance, The other place is | 
Lak.1.71.&c.where Z arharias makesGodsCo- | 
venant with the fore-fathers the riſe and ſpring | 


| 


of that great METCy deliverance from the __— | 
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lineſs before him all the dayes of 'h:ir liver, v5 
Yea, but to this(methinks)I ſee a double obje- 


rather to lay the weight of his ſpeech upon the 
1articulas promiſe ofChriſt made to 14-aham,to 
be fulfilled co his poſterity,then upon any her di- 
eary privil.dg (as youſeem to intimate)accrew- 
ins to the-poſterity of Abraham and the teſt of 
the Fathers, by their faith, and relation to God 
thereby. | 
The 27.is, That thoughGod vouchſafed ſuch an 
hereditary priviledg to' them., yet it may not 
without like expreſs warrant be extended to 
more then them, | 
I anſwer youin a word to both , To the fi-/ 
-b jeftion 1-ſay, that it is true, that he ſpeaks of a 
particular promiſe to Abraham. to be fulfilled up- 
on his poſterity;but yer the matter of it is only a 
branch: of the gexeral/Covenanr, that he would'be 
hisGod,&; the God of his ſeea;for we haveno par- 
ticnlar promile of ſanCtification made to Ab-a- 
ham on the behalf of hisFoſterity, but what is in- 
cluded in that general one. Indeed he /ent Chriſt 
to take fleſh of his lotns tn purſuance of a part ics- 
Lir promiſe,but theſe effe&s ofChriſts ſending 4e- 
liverence frem ſpiritual exemies, care collet- 
ed from the general promiſe, And fo the Apoſtle] 
Peter interprets 1t, ACt. 3.25, Tow are (faith he) 
the children of the Prophets, and of the Covenant 
made with the fathers, ſaying to Abraham jn thy 
feed ſball all the N ations of the earth be bl:ſſed. 


I Chrift(the ſeed here meant)more then all the fa 


But what are they the better for this promiſe of 


 &ion arifirg , The iirſt is, That Z-:ch +725 ſeems | 
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milies of the earth beſides,who are as much con- 
cerned init as they are? Yes,for they being the 
leed of rhv/e Father: to whom the protniſe was 
made, and who were then the :»/y perſons in wi- 
{ible covenan' with Gea, their ſeed(according to 


upon that account,in'that Goa having raiſed Fe- 
4c, ſent rin | firj; ] (mark the Emphaſis of that 


;fany bleſling be derived fromChrift unto men, 
che firit fruits ſhall be beſtowed upon the ſeed of 
the Fathers and the Prophets, ſutable to thac 0- 
cher place, /r behoved 1hat the word of God ſhould 
firſt J{ave been [poken ro you, A R.12.46.And fo 
we tind that in their 24 coming in, the Gentiles 
are every where ſpoke of as appendices to them. 
To the »-r+e> ObjeRion,] ſay no more then was 
ſaid before,that : he blefſing of Abraham is c:me | 
pon the Gemiles by fatth and by conſequence, if 
vocation, if ſandtification of the Poſterity of 4- 
þrabam were a fruit of the promiſe, [will be thy 
God, the Gedof thy ſeed; it may no leſs be clai- 
med by the ſeed of Believers now, then formerly. 
You bring that Scripture more to the purpoſe 
then I imagined, bur I pray.you proceed in your 
argument. | 
| 1 wil. Suppoſe we that ods Covenant with fore- 
fathers includes the giving grace to their ſeed, & 
then here isa ſpecial ground to a faith upon , 


| from an hereditary Covenant , and no queſtion, 


f we plead it believingly, we may find the bene- 


| 't of ic, 


Bue if grace be hereditary, how comes it to 


| vaſſe then, that ſo many of the Seed of Godly 


Parents are ſo graceleſs- I. Be- 


the general promiſe, )are dignified above others |. 


word fi: ft):o try» them from thess iniquities: 9.9. | 


eAfter. 
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| are,to the children of ſuch or ſuch a mans body 


parents and the Churcli may plead the Coven 


_ 1. BecauſeGod beſtows it arcording to el:Dion: 
Grace is not ſo hereditary as Lands and Eſtates 


begotten,what ever they be; bur it is given to 
the Ele& Poſterity, with ſpecial reſpe& to the 
Covenant of fore-fathers, in the execution of 
that decree of Eletion: - This difference the A- 
poſtle makes between Jews and Jews, the E- 
leftion bave ohtainedit,. and the EleQion are be- 
loved for the fathers ſakes, 

2, Becauſe, though there be a Covenant on 


Goas part,yet it is not (on the p.:rexrs pare) im- 


proved on the behalf of their children as it 
ought to be.they do not plead it as they ſhould 
with God, art leaft they do. not improve it in the 
uſe of all means, being too indulgent and remiſs 
!ntheir education, a means wherennto God hath 
annexed many promiſes of Grace, Pro.23.13. & 
22 15.S0David to Adeviah and 45{al:m, he neg- 
_ their education, and God denied the bleſ- 
ing. T6 
Now whateverGods ſecret decree 1s,we are to 
blame our ſelves if any promiſe do not take ef- 
fet_ becauſe that decree never interpoſeth to 
hinder the performance of a promiſe to any one 


that duly pleads it. . _ * | 
And the truth is , the Covenant with fore- 


fathers is the moſt likely ground upon which | 


Grace can be pleaded for on my behalf:for ſup- 
poſing me ina ſtate of nature,T have no Cove- 
nant made with mein mine owne perion; and as 
to Gods Covenant with Chriſt concerning me, 
that is a ſecret thing, and not pleadable : but my 


of 
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| under this notion. O Ged.the God of our Fathers, 


of Infant 'B aptiſm. 


of Anceſtors on my behalf, as I ſhall ſhew more | 
latisfactorily hereafter. | 

And for Temporal:,however the former Do- 
Arine concerning the beſtowing of ſpiritual gra- 
ces upon a parental Covenant, may by fone be 
ſuppoied,ro admit of ſome diſpute; yer it is clear 
enougt tm things ofan inferiour nature,that the 
ord hath promiſed, and the Saints have been 
encouraged ina prayer of Faich to ask them up- 
on that account. 

AstO Gods engagemevts in this kind, I might 
produce a crowd of ſpecial places to this pur- 
pole,See P/a.25.13.& 37.25,.6.Pro.IT1-21. SO 
{/a.65 23. and abundance of Scriptures more. 

And how frequently the Saizrs baye'hung up- 
on this twig, and kept up their faith from jink- 
ing,how oiten they have pleaded it in prayer, I 


| luppoſe is no leſs evident from Scripture. Surely | 
1t 15 nor for nothing that in the petitions of the 


Saints for temporal mercies, they mention God 


layes /eoſhaphat when he prayes againft his po- 
rent and numerous enemies, 2 Chr 20.6. and 
Davia when he appeals to God in a caſe of ſu- 
ſpicion,; that the Bezjamites were come to be- 
tray him at Zik/eg, appeals to him under that 
title, /f' ye be come to betray me to mine enemies, 
'n. God of cur Fathers look thereon and requite it, 
Undoubtedly David and Fehoſhaphar could and 
id ſay, my Ged, yet they choſe rather in 
itraighrs to plead by that Title,as an additional 
trength to their plea, over and above their own 
ntereſt in him; and upon that account it is that 
Saints confeſs their fath-rs ſins in folemn con-{ 
je'- 


T Chr. 1 p | 
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feſlion,as apprehending a breach in theirFathers | 
Covenant, till it be made up, to be a bar to their 
claim. As Neh, 9.16. 34. and urge the. faith of 
their;parents,and their experience ofGods faith- 
fulneſs.to them, P[:.22.4. Our Fathers truſted 
in the, they t: nfted,and rhog didft deliver them, | - 
ſurely it is more then if they had ſaid of any.o- 
ther believers not related to them, ſuch and [nc 
eruſted in thee, &-c.It is as much indeed as if they |} 
had ſaid, Lord we ave of a believing race, and « 
race.to whom thou haſt ſhewed abundance of az- | 
cient favours, and we hope thou wilt remember 
that We that ſrek. thee now, are. not only ſuch as 
truſt in thee our [elves , but ſuch as deſcend from | 
thrm that t-uſted in thee before be wire born ; 
And indeed (even amongſt men) it is an urgent 
plea for any favour, to be ableto draw an in- 
ducement to any ones kindneſſe and bounty 


_—_— 


—— 


from a relation of league or friendſhip between it 
his and ourAnceſtors:Surely if y-incipl-s of inge- | fir 
»uity.ſo wrought inDavia,that he could not but | (fp 


remember to do ki»dneſs ro Mephiboſheth for his 
fatherFon«thans (ake,as 2$3.9.7.Wecanot think | Wl. A 
but there are ſome remne:rs of {+1 inGodsbreſt nc 
cowards the poſterity of his old friends, when | =] L 
they are dead and gone, It is likely thar all the | {na 
while that the remembrance of 7-/ep# laſted in | Wþco 
Egypr,the !{ra#l tes were well intreated for his Wy 
fake. For the very preface that is made to the | ſto 
ſtory of their oppreſſion, & x04,1.8.7 here r:ſe «p | ll ye 
a new Km in Egypt that knew not 7oſeph, inti- | Wlpc 
.mateth that it would have been an incredible | of 
thing that any King of Z:yo2: _ knowing 7-/eph , 

would have dealt ſo with his poſterity. Ard when | 
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wen my Father and thy Father, 1 Ksngs-15: 
19. Surely, if ſuch pleas from parental relati- 
ons work upon the bowels of er,the ſeed ofGed's 


I fully aſſent.coyou in thele partieulars, that 
Gcds Covenant with our parents is a good plea 
{for faith to urge, but all this diſcourſe ſuppoſerh 
the perſons that are the urgers of it to be belie- 
[vers themſelves , but what is chis to /»fanrs who 


'whom our preſent difcourſe concernes 2. 
Yee, very much, for it ſuppoſeth their 5»rereſ 


ing they plead by right of /ucceſſion; Now he that 
| pleads a right of ſucceſſion among men , ſuppo- 


Apoſtle Sr 


years, beſides, you mult conſider thar Iam now: 
_ of the advantage. which the Covenant 
MW of Go 


from rhe perſonal Covenant with us by faith d 
Þ | | 


'B mboded is ſenc to by Wi {a ro do him 4 kind- | 
neſſe, T here 35 an ancient Jeaghe (ſaich he ) 4e- 


friends may be more conhident that the like pleas | 
will fteed chem with him, becauſe he is of tenderer | 
bowels thenany creature can be, and more apt to | 
take to heart. ſych.principles of ingenuity 8 good | 
nature (1fT may ſo exprefſe my.ſe!f) then we are, | 


cannot plead this Covenant, nor believe, and| 
n that Covenant before they could plead it, ſee- | 


[ (eth he had a right-before he could plead; foche | 
of the herr.zonder age, wha cane | 
not legally ſue for, his eſtate, yet faith he ;- he | 
Lord F. .Gat:4..1.- Surely had not the Cove- 
-nant of God with the Fathers,. hers ſpoken of, | 
*concerned their poſterity ; - even- when they ] 
were born, they could neyer bave pleaded a ile | 
:to God of ſuch antiquity when they came to | 


with fore-fathers, - and his relation to }. 
them, as it undergoes anabſtrafted conſideration | 


Aſter. 
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affords to the ſtrengthening of faith when we 
have it:that I may ſhew that we have good cauſe 
not to renounce our Infant-relation to Gods Co- 
venant, which Anabapriſts generally do. 


compariſon between the advantage, that rhe con: 
ſideration of parental relation to God gives to 
faith, and that which emergeth from pe7/»-al re- 


fore-fathers , and Fevoſhaphat and others do fo 


tome as ſoon as Thad a being;nay, thou waſt beſp 


— — — CO — 


But Sir, Iremember you promiſed to lay the 


lation ; for fuppoſe David plead the Covenant of 


too; might they not with as much ſtrength of 


faith have pleaded Gods Covenant made with|f 
themſelves at the time of their converſion ? 


I have anſwered you partly to that before, and 
ſay further here, They co/4 nor, becauſe they aid 


»ot, I think is a good argument in this caſe , the} 


Saints do not uſe to ſpeak vain and non-ſignificant 
words toGod in prayer. Had they had ſo muchj 


hold upon God by the plea of yGed,or owr God, li 


they would not (undoubtedly) have added alſo 


that of [the God of their fathers JBelides,in reaſon}i. | 


judge you, Is it nothing when I can come to God 


and ſay, Lord, there 25 an ancient Covenant be. 


: Ween my forcefathrrs and thee,and mutual friend: 
ſhip hath run in a line from many generations down 


ben oz my behalf to be a friend to me before [was « 
ble to ſpeakfor my [elf my godly father agear frien 


of thine, made many a motion on my behalf , ij 


pleaded a Covenant entailed, he put it in ſuite fu 
me when 1 was but a ſpan long, and be intruſftt 
me upon that Covenant, and committed me to tht 
ſociety of the ſaithful, as Guardians and Feeffet 
in truſt to ſee me'poſſeſſed of it ;and now(Lora)1 4 
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by their endeavours and thy bleſſing npon them,en- 
ſtated therein : [ have a great favonr to askh at thy 
hands and 1 queſtion whether my own perſonal plea 
will carry it with that prevalency which 1 defere,l 
® am many wayes unworthy to plead with thee mine 
own title;to fortifie it therefor e, Lord look back up- 
on the dates of old,& read over rhe petitions which 
wre yet on file on my behalf , and thy graciens an- 
of wers to them,when as yer my bones were only writ- 

ten in thy book, Let it never be ſaid that one de- 
ſrended of ſuch a prayerful race & caſt ont of thy 
th favour and the prayers of that race become unſuc- 
_ |:/5frl ro me,0n whoſe behalf they were put up,and 
:re upon the file in thy Court of Requeſts. 


_ But may not one that is baptized at years of di- 
he cretion plead all this, as well as one baptized in 
w- [Infancy (Juppoſing the plea be well grounded) ? 
ich] Why then is this produced to ſhew the uſefulneſs 
\ 1. | ot Infant-Baptiſm above Baptiſm of riper age? 
il | 7 fold you once before, that Tam now ſhewing 
= ke the benefit of holding the ground of Infant- | 


if | Baptiſm, to wit, a relation ro God by the Cove- 
oj |2ant of our fore-fatkers before we were born . 
| which Anabaptiſts generally deny, as well as the 

nd - . y Y, 
practice of it;and T ſhall methodically deſcend to | 


then to. be a little immethodical, I ſhall not deny | 
;.& | you to interpoſe now and then what you appre-| 
cf | bend may ſtumble you, and ſwallow the inconve- 
niency for your advantage.” : ' | 
To anſwer you therefore to this queſtion, al- 

though a believer when ever baptized, may make 


to the praiſe it ſelf anon. ' However, becaule it}. 
may he needful for. your ſatisfaction, now and | 


this plea as well as one baptized in Infancy (for | 
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faulr 6f parents in this caſe is no prejudice to 


— 


the 


| the child, in the ſubſtance of ir) yetic is morally] 


and rationally more conducing to the frequent 
bringing of it to remcmbronc: and(()to the fre» 
quent [»prov-mevt of it, tO retain in the Church 
the practiſe of Infant-Baptiſm, becauſe Infant- 
Baptiſm doth more peculiarly,and abſtraRtly lead 
ro the conſideration of this Covenant of Ance- 
ſtors, (which is the plea in hand) then Baptiſm 
at riper years doth ; ſeeing that C ovenant is the 
proper ground upon which it is adminiſtred , fo 
that as often as achild is Baptized in my ſight, 
or I refle&t vpon mine own Infant-Baptiſm, I 
cannot but ſo often refleX upon the Covenaac 
of tore fathers, and have very warm occaſiona] 
hints ſuggeſted to me thereby, for che improve- 
ment of it in the way aforeſaid. 

Hereby Sir, you mind me that there is one 
branch of your promiſe as to this particular be- 
hind, which you will give me leave to mind you 
of; you have ſhewed how the ground of Infant- 
Baptiſm conduceth to the furtherance of the a- 
| tings of faith and have given ſome collateral evi- 


| dence how the prattice of it doth ſo too; I pray 
proceed in that Argument. 

1 will, for indeed 1 longed to cometo it long] 
fince, bur that your diſflatisfactions have delayed 
me, and therefore : ſhall the more willingly un- 
| dertake it; but upon condition that you muſt 
aot anew interrupt me in this diſcourſe, with 
queſtions concerning the right of Infants to 
Bapuſm, or the Coverant of it in Infancy , ſee- 
ing our diſcourſe proceeds upon a ſ«pp-/a/ hereof 


| 
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which is indeed no Ordinance, be not more effe- 
ual to ſtrengthen faith, then that that is ſoin- 
deed, but let that lie between us. You ſay, or at 
leaſt queſtion, whether you may not ſay , that| 
Baptiſm received at years of diſcretion, is the on- 
ly Ordinance of Baptiſm, I ſay, thar Infant-Bap- 
tiſm is no lefſe an Ordinance then that, I allow 
you to plead for your Baptiſm all that youcan, | 
ſuppoſing it be as you fay, allow me (upon my 
ſuppoſition) ro fay what 1 can for my Baptiſm, 
and you ſhall be judge your ſelf, where the ad- 
vantage in this iſſue lyes, on your ſide or mine. 

Take your condition and proceed. 

Firſt then, (as to the ſtrengchning of Faith by 


—_——_ 


j1& of Paptiſmal faith is,od in Covenant through 
the blood of Chriſt Sacramentally avflyd 1n'B af- 
11, and by conequerce Faith, in rejation to 
Baptiſm is to look upon that Covenant, and to- 
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terch chence(with ſpecial reſpz& ro the ſecurity 
; Of that Seal adminiſtred to ſtrengthen it) all the 
| benefits ofthe Covenant. 

Secondly, (in grneral allo) Faith in all its a#s 


| recetveth a ſpecial conarmation from - x-erjence; |. 


| long acquaintance wich a friend,and long relation 
to him,is a very great inducement t0 truſt him, 


| More particalarly,feeing the matter of the co- 


i 


venant on Gods .part in Baptiſm, (which Cove 
; nantis the object of Baptiſmal Faith) is ſuch as 


forfeit my diſcretion as to diſpute whether that j 


containes fþir1ruals and remporals, , we ſhall (as 
before) conſider them in their order , and if tn- 


 fant-Baptiſme in both theſe afford ſuch argu- 


-' ments of corroboration to our faith, as I have 


fſpo-' 
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| I hope I ſhall competently diſcharge this part of 


| minently comprized in the Baptiſmal Covenant) 


ſpoken of more then Baptiſm at riper years, then 


my undertaking alſo. 
I expect what you will ſay. 
As to /piritzals then, ſuch as,rvem3ſſton of ſins, 
renewing Grace mortification of the old man, put- 
ting onof the new,ſupplies of Grace from the Foux- 
:gin bead the Lord eſus Chriſt (all which are e- 


a man when he comes to years of diſcretion, may 
plead the Covenant for theſe, the more ſtrongly 
for his Infant-Baptiſm, Lord didſt rhou engage to 
beſtow theſe graces upon me in my Infancy, When 


[ could not ask, nor ſo much as deſire them , and 
will the Lord not beſtoWy them upon me now I am a 
fuitor for them? would he be fourd of me [6 far as 


to promiſe and ſeal adeid of gift conferring a right | 


to theſe mercies When I ſought him not, and will 


he not be found of me, ſo as to confer poſſeſſion 


upen me when T (eth him ? 
And truly,for ſome of theſe graces,viz. 1:i154/ 
graces, ſuch as remiſſion of ſins,regeneration,and 


renovation of the heart, it hath made me very 
much a friend to Infant-Baptiſm, to conſider 


{ that Baptiſm is an #nirtial Sacramenr, to ſeal the 


beſtowing of theſe initial graces on Gods part, 
and therefore I verily perſwade my ſelf it was 
not only intended for Infants; but intended prin- 
cipally tor them, ſeeing to elder perſons it could 


{ not ſo properly be a ſeal of conferring inirial 

grace upon them, becauſe it ſuppoleth that a!rca-| 
dy beſtowed on and wrought in them asa qualifica-', 

' tion for the receptionof that Ordinance: And 


although the generality of thoſe we read of in 


I _ 
o 


| 


the'! 


* + , RR” 
| | 


| then inſtituted. The generality of thoſe then ad- 


| that part of itsſignification, which is ſuppoſed in 


[ning and regenerating grace, then Baptiſm doth, 
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' grace, againſt particular delayes and weakneſſes, 


PE 


| alcrhough Bapriſm at riper age, ſeals the Covenant 
| (as to theſe particulars) as well as Baptiſm in In- 


z . 
en ECON JFEENS 


| appeale from condir5onal promiles and 


of Infant-Baptiſm. 


the new Teſtatamenr, were admitted to Baptiſt 

at that age, and it may ſeem thar it reflects ſome 
diſparagement upon the wiſdome of God to ap- 
point the uſe of ſuch an Ordinance to them to 
whom (being already converted it was defective 
in one principal part of its ſignification and uſe , 
yet if we compare the ſtate of the Church then to 
be gathered, with the ſtate of the old Church 
when it begun in Abra»: and his family, we ſhall 
find God ordered it in the ſame manner in relati- | 
on to the adminiſtration of the Sea of admiſſion 


mitted, beings grown perſons, received the fign 
of Circumciſion, though as defective to them in. 


the preſent caſe to be'wanting in the Baptiſm of 
grown perſons : for Circumciſion no lefle enga- 
ges Gods Covenant for the collation of pardo- 


Col.2.I11.12, : 

Andas for all /upplies of after-grace,ſuch as the | 
actual * aſſurance of pardon received, the aCtual 
mortification of luſts, and actual quickening of 


the plea of Infant-Baptiſm is very prevalent , for 
fancy, yet doth it not give a like moral 'afſ#- 


raxce of the conſtancy and firmneſle of that part | 
of it which confirms the people of God againſt 


bs 
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fears of being deſerted by him , as the reception 


of it in Infant-age doth : for by the fame reaſon 
upon which the Saints are many: times faine to 


comforts 
to 
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part of this? 

. | 
Dialogue, } 
now +trit * 


publiſhed, | 
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to abſolutr, viz. The freeneſs of electing, jultify- | 
ng and renewing gracein the reſpective declara- 
tions,8 offers of them,upon the ſame reaſon may | 
they have recourſe to Infant-baptifm , the moſt |. 
lively repreſentation &obggnation of both theſe. 
Now we know that the Saints, when they look 
. | upon Gods engagements to give.thenr comfor- 
| _ preſerving grace, being told(as they are 
 þ by that roox of natural Arminaniſm that is in 
_ | chem) that God is engaged to beſtow them only 
\ | upon ſuch and fuch conditions, and being (with= 
all ) conſcious that they have failed, and ſtill fail 
in thoſe conditions ,-they have no relief in this 
| caſe, bur to fly to the records of the erernal love 
of God to them, and the freeneſs of juſtifying and 
| renewing grace(as I ſaid before) and thence they 
conclude ftrongly,thathewho(when be fore-ſaw| 
how unworthy- they would prove of any favour 
from him, .and how. they would perpetually fail 
| of their duty to him.) did(yet)elect them, and he- 
ſow grace and Chriſt upon them freely, will aiſo.! 
now heal their back-flidtnos, and love them alike 
freely tothe end, Hoſ. 14.4, «+ of 
\ , This therefore being their refuge , if Gods. 
- ſeat add(as it doth undoubredly to vs.) any: cer= 
tainty to his word; then'(furely) for ſuch perſons 
to reflect upon the ſeat of Baptiſm adminittred 
to them.in Infancy, muſt needs fortifie them in 
: thatrefuge , for in ſuch a caſe: (me-thinks) thus 
could I plead with God for perſeverarice, and ſup- 
plyes neceſſary thereunto, | —_—_ | 


Loxd,the Covenant which thou madgzſt with and 
ſealedſft to me in Infancy,makes over all the graces 
| & benefits of thy Covenant tome uot only the fr ſt, 


| "il 
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vantage herein oyer baptiſm at riper years, to 


ing that fore-fight didft engage thy ſelf ro be ? 


diation of Baptiſm received at river age, becauſe 
| cheugh the Covenant it ſeals. be the ſame Cove- 


{ is admiviſtred,is at the adminiſtration ſuppoſed to 


W—_— 


"== Infant-Baptiſm. 


but the laſt the ſeed of renewing and the harveſt of | 

reſerving and crowning grace; 1 am now told 
chat thonwgh Thave received the firf natwithRand- 
ing any wants and obſtruttions on my part; yet my | 
own defefts and weakiieſſes and fins may defeat me 
of the laſt and ſo my latter end may be worſe then 
the beginning, Lord, Aidſt thow not ſee When thou 
maderſt this Covenant with me that I was an In- 
| far,twallowing in blood and pollution, the guilt & 
puddle of vriginal fin having no good in me , nor 


ward: infuſe it by a ntW creation?(urely thon didſh. 
\ Ard if thou diaſt then ſee What 1 Was,and fore-ſee 
| woat I wonldbe,e yet wonldſt make and ſeal that 
Covenant t0 me notwithſtanding : ſhall I conceive 
that the failing ont of what thou didſt fore-ſee can 
change thee frem »hat thou art,aud notwithſtand- 


The like plea doth not offer ic ſelf from the me- | 


nan:.and no lefle free, yet the perſon to whom it 
be under an ait#al qualification, viz.ot faith and 


fame ſupport and comfort from theCovenant,yet 
not from the Ordinance. And now(zeighborr) 
what think you, hath not Infant-Bapriſm the ad- 


ſtrengthen faith uponGodsCovenar forSpirituals? 
- *-F darenotdetermine ſo ſuddenly{ Sir)in an ar- 
' gument-ſonewto meas this 1s; bur I conceive 1ti 
deſerves ſerious conſideration, which ( by Gods 


I... 


| capebfe of any , fazther then than ſhouldft after- | 


repentance;and therefore though he may draw the | 


help)I ſhal beſtow upon it:inthe mean timeifyov 
; _ hav. * 


eFſter. || 
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have any thing more to add herein, I pray, go on 
therewithall. 

I pray do , conſider it throughly , for T pro- 
pound it to that end, not for diſpute, but for me- 
ditation; only, I deſire you to take in otie thing 
more with you, on this head, which I had almoſt 
forgotten, 

What is that ? | 

It is this, That Infant relation to God,yeilds a 
conſiderable ſtrength tO faith in a tempted con- | 
dition, againſt thole ſpiritual enemies, which ſeek 
to devour the ſoul therein; for here faith may 
apply it ſelf to God thus. | 
| Lord,Satan tells me 1 am one of his Subjelts,a 
goat of hus fold;but Lord,doft thou nat know,that 1 
{ have had thy ſheep-mark upon me from a Lamb, | 
] that I was born in thy family,and ſolemnly owned | 
| for thy Subjeft and Servant, by the Miniſter in 
| thy Name before the Congregation ? wilt thou loſe 
one that bath been thine ſo long ? Kings ne to be. 
| moſt tender of t hiir Native Subjefts, and She- 
| pheards of the Sheep of their own race : ſhall thy : 
native Subjefts be more open to iuſolencies of ent- | 
mics then ſubjefts of other ſoveraigns are? and 
the Lambs yeaned in thy Flock more expoſed to the 
wolf, then others brought un thither from another 
| fold ? 

h But Sir, doth difference of time make any al- 
teration upon God, ſo as to lay upon him a grea- | 
ter obligation to one who hath been /o»ger in 
his family, then to another who came more late- 
ly into it? I thought to the Father of Eternity | 
there had been no difference between to day and 
lan hundred years ſince. 


SO 
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| 


| upon him, ow that we have been related /o /owg 


ys 
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ſufficient for the /e/-)s&0 along with me therefore 


ina few words on this head. And I know not 


of Infant-Baptiſm.. 
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So think I, but you are to remember that T now 


treat not of conſiderations prevailing with God, 


but conſiderations working upon us; not ſuch as 
further him in point of faithfulneſs, but ſuch as' 
further in point of fai:h. Now ſuch things 


may be of precious uſe to xs, as are not ofa like | 


influence #pox God: All the Arguments we urge | 


in prayer do not at all move God, but only for- 


tifie our faith to depend upon him. So here, 
tchoushGod have a like reaſon in himſelf to move 
him to take care of a ſoul that became one of his 
family but yeferday,as of one that hath bin in his: 
family forty years or upwards, yet it muſt needs. 
be a more rational excomragement to us to depend 


to him, then it would be to have begun a rela- ; 
tion but yeſterday. | 

Well Sir, ſhall hang up this upon the file allo, 
among thoſe other heads which Imean to take 
time to look over more particularly; but Iſhal not 
hinder your preſent progreſs in the intended Ar- 
gument. I pray you proceed to that part of it 
wherein you undertake the diſcovery of an ad- ; 
vantage-ground for faith to act upon,in T empe- 
rals as well as Spirituals,within theTertitories of 
Infant-B apiiſm. 

I will, neighbour, { although T conceive that 
much of that labour is ſaved already,by proving 
itin ſpiritzals ; for it isan ealte concluſion, and 
that which all Scriprare, as well as Reaſon allows, 
to inferre the certainty of Temporals from Sprri- 
tals ; the ſecurity we have for the greater is | 
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why I ſhould not take the riſe of this argument 
from the.example of D.:vid, whoſefaich (to me ) 
ſeems to take its riſe from the ground we are 
ſpeaking of,”12.. Gods Covenant-engagement to 
him in infancy(whereof Circumciſion then was , 
and Baptiſm now is, a confirming ſigne') The 
place is, P/a/m. 22, 9,10,11. He begs fora tem- 
poral mercy, 4: /iver ance from hu en-mirs , Under 


' | whom he was ſo grievouſly afflicted, that he was 


therein a fi: ype of Chriſt upon the croſr to whom 
therefore many paſſages of this Pſalm are apply- 
ed inthe Goſpel. He urgeth many arguments of 
faith in this caſe, and among the chiefeſt,he pleads 
thus, L:rd, thou art he that tack me ont of the 
womb, thou aidſt make me hipe when 1 was upen 
my mothers brefts ; 1 was calt upon thee from the 


be not far from me er, 


to plead ogly from the experience of providen' ta! 
preſervations which he had had former expert- 
ence of,cven from the womb, but | ſee nothing in 
the Text from whence to conclude that he had 
(ſo much as in his eye)any Covenart-relation tO. 


it to the purpoſe in hand. You conceive D «vid 
being a Zew , was circumciſed the right day as C+ 
ther Jews by the Commandement of God. were. 
Yes. 
Then ſurely he was 'in Covenant from that 


time, for Circumciſion was the roken of the Coue- 


want, Gen. 17. 


_ Y 


| 


womb, thou art my God from my mothers belly ; : 


And what is there in all this? he ſxemsto me | 


—_ 


| God from 4 morhexs belly, rauch lefſe, any Seal | 
cf that Covenant,adminiftred to him then. 
__ ſo? ketmeſee then.what I can make of 


Sup- 
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Suppoſe that, yet he may not plead that Cove- 
nant here. | 

Surely if he did not, yet it concerned him to do 
ſo(asI believe you alſo will grant,when you con- 
fider that deprh of miſery he was in,then which we 


{cannot imagine a greater, and it concerned faith 


now tO m1 ſter up all its ſtrength ) ſurely he was 
t00 Wiſe to leave any of his moſt uſeful furniture 
bebind him when he was to deal with ſuch a ten- 
tation. This may be a probable Argument for 
my interpretation (at leaſt) in general. 

Bur add to this (1n particular) - 


that Goa his God hath forſaken him,ver.1.And in- 
deed this ſtung him beyond all other his aMicti- 
; ons,and his enemies ſcoffat him for ro/ing him- 
ſelf on th» Lord, yer.s. reproaching him with his 


_ faith inGod. Surely this will evince,that David 


in this Pſalm addrefſeth himſelf to God, as his, 
God, aGod in Covenant with him, and begs for 
' deliverance asa Cove nant=mercy. | 
Now, reduce the plea he makes, ver. 9,10. to 
this ſenſe, and it will be impercinent and weak, if 


| jt. be grounded «o»/y on providenrial intereſt in| 


; God irom his morbers womb ; for this were to 
make David argue with Gol at this rate, Lord, 
hy haſt thou forſaken mFthat is,why deſt rhou not 
ſh: vo me the favenr that thou ſheweſt to thy chil- 
dren? be not far from mc,that 1s, give me a Cove- 
nant deliverance, Ichallenge thie on thy faithful- 
Jeſs to deliver me in thus ſtrasghr, according to my 
truſt in ther; fur thou baft providentially, (to wit 
#pon the ſame account , upon which thou doſt take 


| are for the children of Pag ans,& the yang callow- 


br ood 
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One part of Davids complaint in this Fſalm is, | 
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| courage faith in prayer by a like Argument. 


{ brood of ravens,when they cry) taken me out of the 
womb, and canſed me to hope When I Was upon my 


forcible plea for /pecial faith, to urge an Argu- 


to all Gods creatures? and would it any way 
follow ( in reaſon ) that God mult not fail Da- 
v4ds truſt now, becauſe he had providentially pre- 
I ſerved him from his mothers belly ? Is God bound 
to preſerve all thoſe, nay, to ſhew ſpecial favour 
to them at all times of their lives when they have 
need of him, whom he thus breeds and preſerves 
| from their mothers belly ? 
' The Argument therefore runs plainly thus , 
Lord, thou art my God now «pon the ſame title by 
which thou haſt been from my muthers belly, &c. 
and thou haſt the ſame obligations of the Covenant, 
by which thiu Waſt my God then,upon thee now. | 
 bavefonund thee faithfui tothat Covenant hither- 
to, be (o ftill.. Will the God that hath been my Gea 
from th: womb, and from my mothers bel! y.fer- 
hw me now 2 will he break Covenant now, ws 


hath kept it ſo long? Thus theplea of Davids 


with light and warmth: enough to chear his faint- 
ing ſpirits in this fad piunge, and valey of the ha 

| dow of death. _ | 
Now (neighbour) to reduce this example to 

our preſent buſineſſe ; Suppoſe I ſhould be in a- 
ny want, under any afMliction or calamity what- 
foever; would it not be worth the while to en- 


Lord, I have been caſt upon thee{by my Parent-| 


faith is like the Sun going forth 12 its ſtrength ,| 


"T 


mothers breſts, Were not this (think you) a very | | 


ment that takes its riſe from a ground common | 


dedicating me to thee in baptiſm) from the womb , 
| ana 


—_——_ 
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God from my mothers belly 1 was not without a ſuf- 
ficient ground of boping in thee When I hung upon 
my mothers breſt;for then I was taken into thy fa- 
mily,and became thy charge,and thou becameſt my 
Father and my God ; and ever ſince,from that time 


violated, thou haſt given me grace in purſuance 
of it, and all other good things, and wilt thow nor 
continue the ſame line of mercy and bounty to me 
all my daies > what > wilt thou who haſt holden 
me 1p from the womb, and been my truſt and hope 
from my youth, caſt me off now, thongh 1 am old 


'G od take care for ancient Servants ? will he pro» 
' vide rhe leſs for them becauſe their work, is done , 
' and they are grown children again, who took thew 
into his family before they could work at all , and 
| bred them from children therein ? Surely a ſeri- 
ous heart knows the advantage of ſuch conſide- 
rations too well to part with them ſlightly. 
| Ts there not great odds between this plea, and 
the plea of another man, who can only (eviden- 
tially, T mean, and legally) urge arelation to 
Gods family for one, two, three, four, or a few 
more years? and ſure the plea of perſons bapti- 
zed at years of diſcretion, muſt fall ſhort of that 
of David by divers years. 

Yet ftill, Sir, methinks it ſticks with me, that 
had not David been (ircamciſed at eight dajes 


a man not having been baptized in Infancy, may 
fay all this which you ſpeak of, except you will 
| deny any to be in the Covenant before they are 


and thou ha(#(by ſealing aCovenant to me)been my 


| | ro this, thou haſt on thy part beld that Covenant ins- | 


and gray-headed Pla.71.5,6,9, 8& 27.18? Will not | 


[o/4,he had had the ſame plea,8&(by conſequence) | 


Aﬀeer. 
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| it ſhall be enough for you to:mind meof ir, and 
I will corre& my ſelffor adding any unneceſſary] 


a 


 Baptized,or to have been heretofore, in Covenant 
| before they were circumciſed ,. and then you re-/ 
{ nounce your own ſureſt footing for Pxdobap- 
tiſm, and come home to the Anabaptiſts. . 

- I muſt anſwer you again, as 1 did before, that 
though every one that is a child of a belieyer,had 
formerly,and ſtill hath a Covenant-right to God 
before Circumciſion and Baptiim , and ſo every 


——_ 


' ance, aShe that can plead the Covenant with the 
ſeal, hath : and ſo ſtill ( asto that 1 am ſpeaking 


ſhort of my David, or believer, who 1n his In- 
fancy was not only i» Covenant , but a ſealed 


' the Sacraments add nothing at all to the Cove- 
think no ſober Chriſtian will affirm. Wherefore| 
along with you through the remaining part of 


our diſcourſe, and apply it, mar at matandr , 


may avoyd needleſle repetitions, as much ag is 


poſſible. | = | 
I will Sir,as 1 ſhali be able, and whenT do not, 


ſuch perſon circumciſed or uncircumciſed , bapti- | 
zed or unbaptized, (at leaſt aslongas the neglect | 
is not his own fault) hath the ſame plea which | 
| we have been ſpeaking of, yet he hath it.not to | 
urge with the ſame evidewce and ground of aſſa-| 


CO Ie 


of, the footing of faith in ſuch a caſe) hecomes |. 


' Covenanter ;, otherwiſe it muſt needs follow, that | 
nant in point of certainty and evidence , which 1|. 
pray you carty this explication and diſtinion | 


changing the terms as there ſhall be cauſe, as of-| 
ten as you ſee a like doubt ariſing in you, that,we | 


trouble to you in that kind. I pray therefore 


proceed to ſhew the ſame advantage adminiftred, 
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| = -beyond ſome doubt as to ſome things you 
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Jin ifT do not give in as large evidence to the uſe- 
| fulneſſe of Infant-Baptiſm , as in reaſon you can | 
|expe&t, T' ſhall be doubly to blame, partly for 


under the codfideration'of the Godof or fathers. 
| And this hath ſo much prevalency ,uaitto drav 

| penitent tears from ar iigemious heart 
grace is a principle 6f greateſt ingetidi 


0 


"2.3 


ont-Bopiſm. 


ted, — — 
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to other graces in their a&tings from Infant-Bap- 


{tiſm, #s you have done in reference to Fairh al- 


ready ; wherein I aſſure you ( though I am not 


{hope Iſhal up6 occaſion make very good uſe of,& 


aveſaid by the way , whereof T may put youto 
the trouble of giving a further ſatisfaQtion another 
time, yet) I have received ſuch props of faith,” as I 


if you-can ſhe me as much in other graces,T ſhal 
not look ſo very flightly upon Infant-Baptiſm 
as ſome, through care/eſſne/s and ſpiritual neg ls. 


[ge»ce,not lookinginto it as they ſhould, & others | 
through the prejzdice of a contrary judgment,do. | 
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I proceed therefore to a ſecond grace (where- 


failing in mine undertaking , and partly for ha- 
zarding the fuccefſe of ſo good a work begun in 
you,as you give me hope of, viz. your full ſatif- 
faction) and that graces | 

I I. Repentanee,or godly ſorrow for fin, with the 
attendants of it, h»mil;ation, caution. | 


As to ſorrow and hamiliation,there is this two- 


| fold ground advanced from Infant-Baptiſm, (1) | 


From the kindweſſe of God, ſhewed to the parties 
therein, and that upon a double account, . 


x: As Itifant-Baptiſm refleRech tipon him | 


nitto draw 


{ and. 


ry, 


| tions _ inſiſt vety mich upon if, 
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the Saints of God in their mioft Toleain. Tnihilia- | 


Thus when | 
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The Praficaluſe 
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| 7/raels fin, by this conſideration, They forſo.k 
| the Gd of their Fathers, 2 Chron. 7.22,& 24,24, 


| into his ſpecial care from the very womb, he 


Nehemiah begins a ſolemn confeſſion of fin, he 
aggravates it by Gods mercies ro Abraham , and 
their fore-fathers, for a great parc of the chapter, 
Neh.g. And God himſelf frequently aggravates; 


28, 6, & 30,7. | 

2 Asit refle&ts upon the mercy of our own 
perſonal relation to God in Infancy. And, ſurely 
when God aggravates the fin of his people 1/- ae/, 


Ezck.16. under the ſimilitnde of a child taken 


layes a ſutficient. ground for the deducing of this 
concluſion ; Thar for any perſon or people, ſo re- 
lated to God from Infaxcy, as he there expreſſeth. 
very. great aggravation of fin, Nay, I have ſome 
Sround to think that the Lord takes the riſe of 


very mercy of national circumciſion, for ( to 
my mind) vey. 8. ſpeaks much to that purpoſe , 
but i lay no great weight upon that , only 1 wu] 
| be more bold (upon the former ground) to draw 


up a parallel end1&ment from the chapter againſt 


therefore pleading againit any ſinner of the Jews 


| ſee it yield as great aggravations of perſonal ſins 
as national, | | 
Thou N. in the day in which thou waſt born was 
uaked,and in thy blood, utterly naked and deſtitate 
of original righ: eou[ſneſs and defiled with the ft avs 


r0 depart from Godby ſinning ag aint him, is a | 


that aggravation of that Nations ſins from the} 


a particular Jew circumciſed in Infancy, and then} 
 brins ir down to the preſent caſe. Suppoſe God| 


Nation in the ſtrain of that chapter, and you will| 
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and guilt ef original ſin, an objelt of loathing ana 
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jtiſm yields no ſuch aggravation of fin, for it al- 
lows no man any ſpecial relation to God, no Co- | 


| diſcretion, Theſins of thoſe who are born with- | 


lo his family from a child, did be in mach mercy 


of Infamt-Baptiſps. 


—— 


| abhorrency toa pure and bolyGod as I am; yet when | 


1 paſſed by thee, and ſaw thee pollnted in thine own 
bleod,T ſaid,unto thee when thou waſt in thy blood, 
live ; yea, 1] ſaid unto thee, when thou waft in thy 


blood, tive : when I'paſſed by thee and looked upon 


| thy time (even that time) was a timeef love,and 1 
neſs; yea, T ſware to thee in circumcifion,avd extred 
into covenant with thee, ſaith the Lord, and thou 
hecameſt mine, and I waſhed thee with water, &C. 
and 1 bred thee at my coſt, under my Ordinances, 
from that day,yet haſt thou forgotoen all this hind- 
neſs,and rebelled againſt me. Alter the word 
Circumciſion,mnto Bapri/? »,and make the applica- 
tion to yourſelf, and then ſee wherher it doth 
{not affgrd a cutting aggravation of fin. Anabap- 


venant, no engaging Ordinance, no peculiar Co- 
'venat-mercy, till aQual faith, 5, e. till years of | 


in the Church, to the Anabaptift have no other 
aggravations then the fins of meer Heathens, till 
they come to believe. | | 
(2.) A ſecond ground of hawsliation from In- | 
fant-Baptiſm, is from the conſideration of the 
' Apoſt acy,that (upon that account) isin the bow- 
els of every ſuch perſons fin, as was then admit- | 
ted into Covenant with God. -And ine thinks, I 
may to very good purpoſe write bitter things a- 
gainft ous of youthupon this ground; 4h wretch ! | 


thee,behold ! (avd Wonder at my goodneſs therein ) | 


ſpread my Shirt over thee, and covered thy naked-| 


did God enter thee in his [chool, nay,admit thee in- 
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The Pratical uſe 
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| make thee a Covenanter with himſelf 7 and when 
| thou couldſt not engage for thy ſelf,did he accept of 
thy parents & ſureties engagement on thy behalf? 


| ftray from him; yea, ſince thou haſt been capable of 
| #nderftanding thy way , thou baſt contrary to the| 


—_— 


hath he ever ſince locked upon thee as a Covenan- 
rer,and dealt with thee as a friend? and yet (tor 
all this):bos haſt no ſooner been able to ſpeak or go, 
but thou haſt Spoken lies againſt him, and gone a- 


duty of thy natural Allegiance, entred into a con- 
trary Covenant , and confederacy with the Devil 
aud Death, and thine own lufts, and maintained a 
War With this God , with abundance of youthful 
heat and attivity ; all the bluud and ſpirits that 
run through thy youthful veines have boiled a- 
gainſt him. O ſinner | remember whence thou art 
fallen, and repent, and renew thy Cov-nant With 


| 


ftacies thou provoke him to caft thee ont of his Co| 
venant altogether, and adeale With thee as thou 
haſt dealt with him. Now the Anabaptiſt hath no 
| ſuch conſideration to aggravate {innes of youth 
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years of diſcretion. | 
And now I ſpeak of converſion at years bf diſ- 
cretion, me thinks, the conſideration of ones Bap- 
tiſmal Covenant in Infancy, ſhould much pro- 
mote it, whena man conſiders the /eaſonableneſs 
of it, the mercy vouchſafed in it, (and that pre 


| venting, which conſideration adds much to mer- 


cy ) and ammans own provoking apeſtacies from 


| it, in my judgement tliere 1s much to be ſaid 


from 


et 


 God,before by more rivetted and aggravated Apo| 


IE | 
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of Infaiit- Baptiſm. mY 


| rom hence to advance actual converſion. | 
But Sir, T cannot ſee the reaſon'of this ap- 


a Covenant which T am only engaged in, by 
the interpretation Or acceptation of another, In- 
[ fants do hot perſonally covenant with God, how 
then can after-ſins, be charged upon them 
| poſtacies? @ t 
T anſwer you in a word, becauſe the Coyenart 
then undertaken on their behalf, and ſealed up- 
on their perſons in Baptiſm, is no other then 
what became a duty incumbent upon them , 
|as ſoon asthey had a being. For ( according 
{ro our principles which 1 am to ſuppoſe ( you 


| covenant with an Infant as ſoon as he isa living 
[child in the womb, and God is Sacramentally 
{and ſolemnly engaged to him iy Baptiſm as' 
{ſoon as he is born, now all Covenants of this: 
nature do ſuppoſe aduty of re/tipslarion of repre-' 


fuch a child owes to God, is by a kind of gracs. 
045 prolepfis, (fleeing hecannot doeit in his own 
perſon ) accepted on' his behalf, by his parents 
jor ſureries, that ſo (for want of ſigning the Co-! 
| yenant on both parts) he be not cur off from the 
| benefits of the Covenant, for ſo long time as he 


ſhall continue under age; and he is afterwards 


|t0 take this as a great addition of mercy , that 


God dealt (6 graciouſly with him, and that (in 
right of ſuch a preventional Covenant) he hath 
had fo long a ſtanding in the viſible Ghurch , as 
a member of that body, under the ſpecial eye and 
care and prayers of that ſociety ; which (ſurely) 


SC 


oravation of fine, thatitisan Apoſtacy from | 


as e-L- 
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| know)n this comparative diſcourſe) God ts in | 


| miſſion on our part, That then which by duty , | 
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| thing which. you except againſt the former di- | 


My buſineſſe herein is very much prevented 


1s no ſinall mercy. A nd ſo you ſee that that very 


| courſe doth; very much ſtrengthen ir. 

Iconfeſſe upon your grounds it doth fo,] pray | 
therefore proceed (in the next place) to the ad» 
vantage which: Infant-Baptiſm brings to the pro-' 
moting of holy. ca«tio» andwatchfulneſſe againſt 
fin for time to come , the other pars of Repen- 
tance. 


by what hath been faid upon the former head , 
for undoubtedly what promotes godly ſorrow for 
ſins paſt, muſt needs be a ſpecial Amnridore againſt| 
fin for-the future; and yer if you pleaſe (for evi 
dence ſake) we will recolle& the former confide- 
| rations, and. charge them home once more, to 
| do execution forWaras as well as backwaras, a-|[ il 
gainſt tn for time to come,as well as for time paſt. | N 
| L«ther tells us a ory of a Virgin that was wont | ill 
to refit temptations with this anſwer, Baptizara 
ſum, I am Zaptized, (Satan) and being waſhed , 
ſhall I with the ſow wallow in the mire again> I| 
1 confeſſe, this is a prevalent caution from the ge- 
eral conſideration 'of Baptiſm, but. T'am OY 
miſtakenif it conclude not more forcibly, when| 
ſtrengthned with this /pecia/ circumſtance of the 
| time of the- Adminiſtration which we are now 
handling.” Thus, Shall 1 fin againſt ar ancient| 
friend, mine and my fathers Grd? Shall I ſelt| 
the inheriranceof my fathers? 1 Kin.21.3,4.For-| 
| ſake my. fathers friend. Prov.27.10. Shall-1 break 
anold Covenant ftruck with God from the cradle > 
Shall 1. now forſake my aſter in wheſe houſe 1 
Was born, and admitted- to the priviledges of his | 
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| | family as ſoon as 1 was born? Shall 1 yow be re. 
| cenciled. to fin,to which I was' aſworn enemy from 
my mothers bref? God did me the greateſt kindne/s | 


! 


p 


_ 


nedin, ſeeing they all fight under their banners, | 


| 


” 


| practiſe of Infant-Baptiſm ': -As I remember it 


dertaking in this part alſo , concerning Reper= | 


| and repentance, I ſhall not needto tell yourhar 


bour of what you have !o/ay , from what you 
j have aid; and therefore am very willing to gfve 
| your diſcourſe a diſmiſlion from this head of the 
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of Infant-Baptiſm, 


— 


[ was capable of in my Infancy , and what wrong 
bath he done to me ſince that time, that 1 ſhould 
ow entertain 4 motion of unfaithfnlneſs to him | 
7ed hath been my maſter the/e four[core year«(laid 
old-Policarpns) and be hath all this while done me 
no hurt, and ſhall 1 forſake him now? Surely all 
the arrows in the quiver. of Anabaptiſm yvill not || 
pierce ſo deep into the heart of a tentation,” as | 


_—a— 


this will. | | 


By this time; I hope, I have performed my,un- | 
:axce ; and what is ſaid in theſe two graces, faith | 


all cher -graces-of the Spirit are deeply concer-f 


either by way of influence, or concomitance,. Or þ 
conſequence ; 10 that I think it needleſfe labour | 
ro raduacy in more , except your diſſatisfaction 
require it, for the ſake whereof I ſhall not thihk | 
it loſt labour to repeat what hath been ſaid'over 
and over, but uponany other account I fhall-not| 
think it neceſſary to enlarge. | SY 
Sir, Iam, I conceive, able to ſave you the la- 
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improvement of graces from the principles and| 


yet remains that you ſay*as much in reference to | 
the dries of a new life , as you have concerning | 
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diately terminate in God. 


 #»dirifly reſpe&t him. 
of the former ſort are all duties of Religion , 
 ftrictly ſo called,dutiesof the fir 5? Table. 


of fo: eſecond Table. 


| 2xerciſes of prafiical godlineſſe., and ſuch as 
Ewa the immediate fervice of God, ſurely it 
| was nQ.1dle phraſe which the Apoſtle Paul aſked. 

' when he gives an account of the manner of his 


er Which thry call Hereſie, ſo ſerve I the [God of 
my ſathers}JA&.24.14& when Iſrael ing a fong 
| of praiſe to.God, the title they give God, is the 
ſame; He s [my fathers GeaJard I will exalt him, 

Exed.1 5- 2- which is(t@ me) an expreſſion of | 


ded.to [my God;] He u [wy God] and F will pre- 
pare h:m an habitation; He s( moreover) we; Fa- 
Fark Gea,] and I will exalr him. Surely' theſe 

_ "thought themſelves obliged to ſerve 

ko hare God(beyond others ) upon the ac- 
_ of that Hereditarv relation to-God, which 
the grounds. of our Infant-Baptiſn hold forth 
| (as is before dec! hs and thoſe of . Anabap- 
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'1 "Tonk, that p part. of my rask i is yet - behind but | 
I diſpatch that too., with the more | 
eaſe, our of the proviſions I have. already laid 
in for i it1n the former part of our diſcourle, In 
a word then, _ * 4 

: Daties of a new life are PAL 

. (2. Such,as diretHy, primarily, and; imme- | 


. Ys. or ſuchas mediately, ſecondarily, and | 


Of the /arcer forc are duties of Relation, ive ' 


rf \] Concerning Duties of the frf Tab ls,\ 


| 


life before Felix, in theſe termes, afrer the man- | 


| a more then ordinary Emphaſis, becaule itis ad-|- 


tim 
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| do any thing for him; From thy infancy to thy ript 


CO” 


| Fathers,yet when they are converted, never call 
him their Fathers God, but this: 1s aphraſe pecu- 
| liar to thoſe that are bor» i» rhe Ghyrch , and io 


'by ſervant, F | ans thy [ervant doubly thy ſervant, 
| becauſe upon a double obligation, by perſonal 
covenant, and natural relation, as beinp the ſon of 


account thine by the Law, Exod.21;4. where- 
in the children of a;/e>want are her ma/ters;” And 
from'this obligation he reſolves upon duty , ver. 
I'7,1 s, I. 


fancy, T hope ſuch meditations as theſe have now 


40 yo# no leſfe,in quickening and exciting to Dus 
ty. Sorl | HoW comes it to paſſe that thon doedt ſo 
lattle, (o ſlightly, for God Arp thow groWvn wea« 
ry of thy old maſter 2 ſurely,he hath deſerved bet- 

t er at thy hands, then that thou ſhonldeſt be fore- 


mifſe in ſervice, now thon haſt age,and under ſtand- 


| and proviſions of it, muny years before thon couldſt. 
| age(if ab loxg er ) he was at the charge of keeping: 


tiim deny. Born Heathens, though God were 
| (it may be)very providenrially graczous to their 


. And then, asto perſonal title to God from i= | 


and then done wwe good , and poſſibly they may | 


| thee, and had never a jot of ſervice from thee. Is | 
\st wa mercy, that hey ſo good '4 maſter, did not | 
q 4 ” « , o Ws” . . - 

leave thee ro thine own chaice, uninpaged, till tho-| 


| an obligation lying upon them: beyond others; | - 
tofervehim. . A ftrain of like nature is that ex- | 
preiſion of Davids, Plal.116.16,17.0 Lord 1 aw 


thy hand maid, born in thy houſe, and upon that | 


; 


zng to ſerve him, whotoock thee into his houſe and | 
family, and made thee partaker of the priviledges, | 


mt 


Welt of age to chooſe Whom thou wouldſt ſerve df 


ſurely, 
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The Practical uſe 
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. | tho hadſt diſcrer ion enoug hi to make thy own' ele. 
| $08, for fear. thou ſhouldf(as hu watt natuval- 


| «pon by the conſideration of this preventing mercy: 


th 


gone) how happy waſt thou iz ſuch emaſter, as ſe- 
| curred thee from the hazardous choice of. thine own 


| been then '#t thy liberty , thou migh$bavebeen'a 


ſurely, if there be any advantage in hs ſervice,( as 
| thou knoweſt ) there ie more then thou canſt ima. 


Oo 


corrapt beart, by laying bis bonds: upon'thee; before 
ly too prone”) chooſe amnſſe, Bleſſe the Lord, Om 


| #pox this, that Gad engaged theeto the profeſſion of 
years of dz/cretion wherein ( poſſibly ) bad thou 


diſcreet Atheift, aud having once found the finful 
ſweets of liberty ,mighreſt bave thought it Wifdom 


] ro have continnedit, and have lived ftill without 
God in the world. And ferve this Ged nillingly, 


who (to thy advantage) mage thee then his ſexvant 
without thy will; that thou mighte# ( when thow- 
cameſt to mngerſfand that advantage). ſerve him 
with the moxe entivene(s of will, fo» ſo dealing with 
thee. And that thou mayeſt be the more wrought 


theſe times ſhew thee , in abundance of ſad:exam- 
| feet, thoſe whom Satan hath (o far prevailed with- 


ab, as t0 renounce. the obligation they had. ro God 
in Infant-Baptiſm, and thereupon to conceit them- 


ples, how euill a thing it ts, to be left ro chooſe a | 
| wans way by his own diſcretion; ſeeing than daily | 


tt 


eras. _— — a 


| ſonl,and all that is within me bleffe his holy nam, | 
I or Infant=Baptiſm, if upon-uo other arcount, yet 


| 
| 


bis name therein, before thow: didft arrive at thoſe | | 


mt Gone. Mw ay 
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ſelves in the liberty of their own choice, runnmng | 
through all forms ( as they call them) that &, all | | 
wayes that. pretend to any thing of Religion , till { 
bet laft they end in downright eAtheiſm, and | 


| 


| your Infant-Baptiſm the berter forir, the longeft 


| on your recommendation. In the mean time, I 


' 1 11-relation, as it is, being grounded upon a Co- 
+ venant derived from the bead of a Family (being 


{ of 45rabam to all his) ſurely, muſt needs be a | 


of Infant-Bapriſms. 


a 
T—_ md ARE” , 
» 


profeſſ; ? themſelves 10 be. nothing at all. 
part thou oweFt to thy Infam-enga gement- teGod)- 


rothisG od,thy God,thy Father, and the g wide of thy 
| 10rh,Jer.3.5. 1 pray(neighbor)try the opperati- ; 
on of ſuch meditations, upon your ſout now, and 
then, and1am verily perſwaded, you will love 
| day you live. | 
I will, Sir, I affure you when I come home, up- 


| pray you ſhew me how Infant-Baptiſm: enfor- 
ceth upon-a man the duties he owes to others,and 
to God by them : the duties of the fecond T able, 


fellow-men and women, or fel- 
| low ſubjecs. 
| LFirf} 7 As to Occonomical or family-relati- 
ons. Infant-Baptiſm being founded upon fams- 


a believer) unto all in the family ( as in the right 
firmer obligation to familz-auties in thoſe mutu-' 


al relations. And no queſtion, Abraham being 
honoured by God ſo far as to be made the oor 


| from whence the /ap-of ſuch an honour, and' pri. 


let it not ſeem grievoacs to thee ro perform thy duty | 


therefore it is better with thee ( which in a great | 
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[Secondly] Therefore all others Rand in re- 
{ lation tous either, 
Oeconomically, or, 
RE. ——and fo either n” 
— upon a Church-acconnt , as fellow- 
n Chriſtians, - 20 
Or upon a civ:l acconunt, as 
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viledge, was to be derived unto his family, did 
draw no ſmall incitement & encouragement from 
| thence to: propagate the knowledg , and fear of 
God to them, rocommand his children, ana his 
howſhold after hins to keep the way of the Lord, 
Gen.18.19.that ſo he might make ſome anſwera- 
'ble return to God, by procuring that ſervice from . 
chem to him, which ſuch an extraordinary privi- 
] ledge called for.And every head of a Family being 
| (by our principles)a» Abraham to his Family, no 
j doubt but ſuch as make conſcience of walking i» 
| the ſteps of their father Abraham , will make the 
ſame uſe of that favour which he did. X 
But more particularly, as to the relation be- : 
tween Parents azd children , in which relation ' 
| (principally) this privitedp is derived) there is a 
| mutual conſcience of duty, eaſily deduced from | 
| The principles and practiſe of Infant-baptiſm, wb | 
' | the contrary principles & praCtiſes do nor afford. 
I. From Parents to Children. Parents hence ſee 
] ground : 
 L1.] To make Conſcience of making their Chil: | 


: 
, 
r 
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|. of | 
"EFT <7 PR Pons 


dren Goas. : 

| (1.) Partly, By an external Covenant, not de- 
| nying them that priviledge which is in their 
| power £0 conveigh to them : nor cutting off 
| that entail which they themſzlves, with ſo much |. 
{ advantage ( above others who are born Hea- 

thens ) received from their Anceſtors. It is no 

| wonder if they who know not the value and uſe 

| of their own Infant-Baptiſm, and what a mer- 

'cy themſelves received in it, do make no conſei-. 
ence, nor ſcruple to cut off their poſterity from 


lit. Hethatknowes , or believes an Eſtate nat 


worth | 
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worth the enjoying; will not care whether the 
entail to his poſterity be firm or no. Bur he thar: 
knows it to be of conſiderable value, will ( out 
of natural affeftion) not cut ir off; nay, rather , 
if itbe weak, he will corroborate it as much as 


not be ſuch a Monſter in the pedigree of my po- 
fterit y,that any one ſhal have caule to fay hereaf- 
ter,in /nch az one was broken off the line of Cove- 
|ant-relation to God in ſuch a family ; ſuch an one 


 #t moſt endeavour to deſtroy the ſucceſſion of the 

| vsſeble Church in his poſterity. 

| (2.)And partly,by an internal and ſavingCove- 

' nant. Such an one,as hath in the preſence of God 

and his Church,pye/exted his children to God,and 

challenged the ratification of Gods Covenant to 
his poſterity, by baptiſm , will think himſelf obli- 
sed to make them Gods,(as indeed he is hereby ) 

upon a firmer tiethen otherwiſe he would be. 

| I. Whether out of cthankfulneſſe to God. Hath 


priviledg of conveighing this honour to my poſteri- 
ty,and made them part akers of a Churth-relation 
to himſelf by my means, and fball I ot ſo educate 
them, as they may hereafter walk anſwerably to 
ſuch « mercy,that they may not make God aſhamed 
. [fo call them children hereafter ; who 58 not aſta- 
med to be called their Father now ? | 

2. Orout of con/cience of his ſolemn promiſe 


hecan. And thus it is with a godly man of Pxdo- | 
baptiſts principles. He thinks with himſelf, what a | 
mercy it was to him to be aCovenanter withGod, |- 
by Baptiſm in Infancy, and ſurely, ſaith he, I wilf 


extituled all his poſterity to heatheniſm,and did bis | 


God vorchſafed me (will fuch a Parent ſay) che | 
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| | in the face of the Congregation, having made a 
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, deed of gift, and ſealed it invpex Conre (as I may 
{ ſay) whereby he hath folemnly made over his 
 ]Children-even from the Cradle, and” dedicated | || 
| them to God. Lord (faith he) chy vows are upon 
me, thy vows are upon me; I Will pay my vows 
unto thee (which I have made) i» the preſence of 
all thy people. Thou andthy Church bath admit- 
[ted my Child, as a viſible member of the body of 
| Chriſt upon my claim and undertaking: 4nd hall 
1falſifie my truſt unto God and his Charch, and | 
decerve their expeFations ? ſhall I by my negli- | 
| gence in my Duty, of chatechiſing inftrufting cor- 
 refting, exemplary walking , do my endeavour | | 
| to make my own deed of noeffet, What acheat ,| || | 


| 


| what - a frandulent conveyance would that be ? 
| 4nd the more abominable , becauſe of the parties | 
| concerned in it, God and his Church, who (of all | | 
others in the world) ſhould not be. thus mocked. 1|* 
need-nottel you thatiſuch conſiderations as theſe, 
if duly.ſet home by a ſerious conſcience;may make | 
| even- an wgodly : Profeſſor, conſcientious in his| 
 duty-rowards his little ones, which no other cords} || | 
could ever bind him unto. Meh | 
| Now compare this with the contrary principles | 
and praftiſe , and you will eaſily ſee, that the A-| Þ} |* 
nabaptiſt is no way ſo much engaged , by his} 
| grounds-and-way , to take care of his Children , j 
but only-by the commer: tie of natural affection, $ 
andthe general obligation of theCommandement 


of God, which (although very ſtrong bonds in: , 
| themſelves yet) becauſe of the {luggiſhneile, and; y 


 backwardneſſe,and untowardneſle of mens hearts 
(even the beſt) need ſome more particular,” and f 
ſpecial additions of perſonal engagements to for-l | 1** 
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tifie them. And therefore ir is, that ( though the 
common duty of religion, be in it ſelf, ſufficiently 
obliging, yet)" Saints in all ages have laid vows 


upon themſelves,; and the more jo/emn and pub- 


{:ck thoſe vows have been, the more have they 
accounted them obliging , (as the caſe of David 
before named, P/al. 116. 14.) and alſo engaged 
themſelves to the conſideration of the many per- 


[/anal obligements God hath laid upon them , as 


an «dd:r1onal quickning to'the periormance. 
(2.) And (as Infant-baptiſm engageth the Pa- 
rents of Infants ſo baptized, to make them Gods , 
ſo)in the next place,it affords them a largeground 
of faith ro pray for them, that they may beſo, 


|and ro believe ( except they declare the contrary 


afterwards) that they are ſo. 


Think therefore, how. may a godly Parent 


' plead the Covenant on the behalf of his child 5» 


ſpirituats, even whena little one,eſpecially when 


his ticle hath been allowed by God himſelt(in the 
perſons of his Miniſter and Comnrch) at his Bap- 


uſm 2 New (Lord) 1 will be bold to ſpeak a word | 
07 tWo in thine ears,0n the behalf of my child, ſee- 
ing thou haſt not been aſhamed to own him and me , | 


in the face of thy Church ; Thow hat marked my 
child for a Lamb of thine own fold; Lora wilt 


if they plead thm? Lord, my child is of a wolviſh 
vature, Wilt not thou who haFt pur thy ſheep-mark. 
upon hin,make him a ſbeep. Lord, thou ha#t put 


and 
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body of the fins of the fleſh,tobe buried With Chriſt, 


thou gtve empty frgnes? art thou not bound to make |. 
good the writings which thou ſealedſt to thy people, | 


Chriſt on him [acramentally ,Gal.3.27. Help him| 
to put 0 Chriſt ſavingly : help him to put «ff the | 


a, of 
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{poor Saint ſay) yet, in that thou baſt taken him 


|.e50,. Surely, '{ to my judgment ) there ts more 
to this purpoſe- in that prayer of Abrahars for: 
|-1/pmacl, then we uſually take tiotice of. O-rhat 


-—— 


| 1/axc and his poſterity were to be the inheritors; 


and to riſe with him Rom. 9. I,2, 3. :-AndT think, 


1 


plead on the behalfe of his Child: Z1rd,. haze 
'*tHe or nothing" to. leave ro- my Child, ( may a 


| into thy Family, I count him well provided for. 
God and the (avenant of grace ave an ample por- 


Iſhmael (faith he) mizhe live in thy fight, Gen. 
17.18, God had in that very Chapter, told 4- 
brabam wy that | he would eſtabliſh his Covenant 
with him aud his ſeed, v. 7. and by way of addi- 


| tion had promiſed him ſeed of Sarah. v. 15.16.| 
| 4brabeam admiring the goodneſſe of God in the 


promiſe of 1/aac, (which to him, being 100 years 
old, and to his wife Sarah, being go. appeared 
an extraordinary mercy) and apprehending that 


of that Covenant to the excluſion of mae! ; 


| (asa tender Father) improves the general En- | 
gagement of the Covenant to plead for him al-j_ 
ſo. Q.D: Lord, thoxn haſt made « ( ovenant with | 
me and my ſeed which Covenant, thouph it ſeem to| 


be limsted to my ſeed in Iſaac, yet (Lord) Iſhmael | 
6s of my ſeed too,and ſo Within the Covenant, and 
#pon that acconnt Hnder a capacity of (ircamcifſe- 
03, O let nat him be diſenherited altogether by the 
/{abſtitution of Tſaac in his ſtead. Is notCovenant-= 
mercy largeenongh for Iſaac andIſhmael to? O 


in relation toremporals; a godly Father may take 
the ſame advantage of this ſealed Covenant; to, 


TC 
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that Iſhmael might live in thy favour to. And 
God an{wers him, even concerning //pmacl, as 
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{piritual part were eſtabliſhed with Iſaac. 
Yea, but Sir, (to my minde) Abraham ſeems 
co put up that prayer for //2mael, upon an wobe- 


macl, who was already inbeing: Andit is as if 
he ſaid, Lord, 1 am ont of hopes of an 1/aac, where- 
Fore if thou wilt be a God 1x Covenant to We and 
my /eed, let I{hmael be that ſeed. 


purpoſe, which is ro ſhew, vow Godly Parents may 
improve the Covenant, onthe b:half of thiir ſeed, 
But conceive rather the former ſey/e to be moſt 
proper to the place, becauſe the Apoſtle acquits 
| 1braham from any touch of z»belief, in the pro- 


out as an admirable pattern of faith in that very 


through unbelief,but gave glory to God. 1.28 
Be it as you ſay. But do not the eLnabaptiſts 
principles .yield them this plea onthe behalf of- 
[their Children alſo Þ : . 6 7 
| . No; for, they deny any ſuch Covenant be- 
tween God and their ſeed, till chey come to 
plead it themſelves at years of diſcretion. For if 
they granted this Covenant , and that fo viſible 


to the temporal mercies ot the Covenant, ver. 20: 
though his Covenant as to the Church-part, the |. 


{lieving acconnt,; deſiring, that ( ſeeing it was ſo | 
unlikely a thing that he ſhould have ſeed by Sa-| 
74h ) the Covenant might be performed to 1fp- |. 


Suppole this;yer it makes ( nevertheleſs) 0 my q 


| [miſe concerning //aac,Rew.4.19.Nay,he ſets him | 


 { particular, by ſhewing,what Abraham might have | 
pleaded for unhelief, fromthe decrepitneſs of bis | 
own body, and the deadueſs of Sarabs wemb-z which | 
yet (faith he) he conſedered not, nor ſtaggered [ 


| (as to the. perſons whom it concernes).:that it | 
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Children, till they declare the conty r17 2 
] underſtand it, - concerning their Children , 
P 2d. who die in infancy ( before they arrive at fach 
years, in which by a wicked and ungodly con- 
verfation, they declare rhat they were never 
Gods otherwiſe then by an external Covenant , 
as Iſhmael did) concerning them my (not only 
opinion, but) ſtrong perſwaſion and aſſurance is , 
| that their Parentsare bound to draw a comfor- 
table Argument from their Baptiſme to their]. 
" | ſalvation, and that rhey have good groundſo] I 
todo. Concerfing which IT have diſcourſed at] - 
large already. Only, Ifhall deſire you at prefent 
( ſuppoſing that the Lord is in Covenant, and: 
3 that Covenant ſealed in Baptiſm, with the In-; 
fant-ſeed of believers) to anſwer me, 4:4 God e- 
ver break Covenant with any, who did not break 
| Wwirh him firſt? Pe | 
| 4fter | Nofurely, Gods Covenant is never defeftive.' 
| "1 Allthoſe who being in external Covenant wich] 
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-[ Child. For that which gives any viſible hopes by | 


* [his viſible ſtanding inthe Covenant of God. For * 
Jto bean Alien to the Covenants of promiſe, 15t0 j 


| Kingdom , dth not extend ſavation beyond the 


| {tion (as ro God, and the Covenant') with the 


God, do not annul ir by their own wickedneffe, | 

ſhall find it fulfilled to all intents and purpoſes, - | — 
And can Infants in Infant-age commit any ſuch | Peds, |. 

wickedneſſe, as may annui it? ( for asfor origi- EE: 


nal fin, God took them into a Covenant under E 
the poYurtion of that, with a nox-obſtante.) E 
Then (by your own grant) I have my conclu-| pegs. | 


fon. To wit, that there 5s /ufficient ground, and 
| therefore. it ts a auty to believe their ſaluation,dy- 
ing in ( ovenant with Godin Infant-years. 'F 2 

But have notthe Anabapriſts as good ground | After. | 
ro believe the ſalvation of their Infants when they ; 
die in Infancy, though unbaprized, and under no : 
ſuch Covenant? , | F | 

No ſurely. No more then they may have con-| Pedo. | 
cerning a Txrks , or an unconverted /xdians | 


of ſalvation to any man concerning another , is 


be without hope, Eph.2.12. ſo that I may (with- | 
out breach of charity ) ſay concerning all che { 
| Children of Heathens, dying in infancy, T hey are 
taken tnto the hands of God, Who indeed may (for 
an) thing. 1 know) ſave them. by prerogative, and 
an undiſcovered depth of -mercy ; bx: he bath 
afforded me no ground, ſo much as to hope that any 
of them are ſaved, becauſe th: Statute-Law of the 


Covenant. Now an' Anabaptiſts faith concern- 
ing the Infants of believing Parents, even his| 
own, puts them into the ſame irre/arsve condt- 
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| it ſhould be fillid ever the fuller from my bowels. 
| happy, happy are the wombs that bear not, and the 


| Deftrine tells me , that thoſe hopes are all of them 

CaStles in the ayre, a building withont a foun- 
| dafron, and thou and thoſe mn$t be buried inthe 
1 [ame grave, 
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Children of Intidels,and (by conſequence) under 
the ſame hopeleſneſſe of ſalvation. Now let 
tender Parents conſider, who undoubtedly would 
think it a fad thing to bring forth Clildren to the 
deſtroyer what {ad principles the contrary princi- 
ples are, by and according to which , they muſt 
kiſle their beloved babes, when they are a dying 

with that ſad farwel , which thedying Heathen 
gave his departing, foul. 


Animuta, vagula, 


now going to? Heaven, I have no grounded hope 
thou wilt be admittedinto, except by an unu[ual 


favour of Goa, which was yet never heard to have | 


been extended to any : and hell, Ttremble to think 


breſts that never _ fuck, : How much better 
were it never to have Children, then have them 
a few minutes, and then part with them for eve 
upon ſuch uncertainties! This is all the hope| 
rhy diſconſolate Mother can have, in the loſſe 0; 
that earthly comfort which ſhe expetted from 
thee , that thy early death addeth thoſe dayes te 
thee in heaven, which it denyeth thee on earth ; 
and that I part with thee now, to meet thee again 
hwreafier in Abrahams boſome. But alas, this 


Truly Sir, thisis /ad Do&rine, and I think e- 
nough to reclaim my wife from her ſtrong incli- 


blandala,cc. | 
Alas, my poor prety babe, what place art thou|. 


nations to that way , if ſhe once underſtand that 
| | ot 
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| anding , 1n a buſinefle of ſuch a praRticakinflu- 
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| it hazards#he ſhutting all her Children dying in | 
| Infancy out of heaven, 
No wonder, if women , when they under-| 
ſtand it, be juſtly ſenſible of the ſadneſſe of it, 
for ſurely their ſhare in the qualms, and paines , 
and throwes, of breeding and bearing chidren , | 
renders them more affectionate then Fathers can | 
| be. Wherefore I wonder, that ſo many of that 
ſex ſhould be daily ſeduced to- that Doctrine. 
But I am reconciled to them upon this account , 
that I believe they do not ſee the conſequences of 
| thofe principles, which they profeſſe; and fo do 
maintain thoſe hopes ſtill, chough they deſtroy 
| the grounds of them? and (ſutably to the Logick 
of the weaker ſex,) hold the concluſion, though: 


they deny the prem:les. | 

] aſſure you Sir, I will endeavour to make my 
wite underſtand it, and do indeed heartily chank 
you for it. For 1affure you , - (though I have 
had perſonal conferences with others of that 
way, yet ) moſt of the prejudices which I have 
had againſt that DoQtrine which you profeſſe, 1 
have received from her. Beins loath ro intrench 
' upon her conſcience, in baptizins our Children 
, without her conſent, 1 diſputed it with her as 
' weilas I could, upon what grounds I had taken 


up from ordinary diſcourſe, but T was not ſo; 
well itudied' inthe point, nor fo well inftracted 


as ſhe was , and therefore thought fit to ler her 


meaſure. Þut now, I hope, by Gods bleſling , 
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have her way, and complied with her in fome 
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| and the help of your grounds to regew the de- 
' bate, and potty God may give us bdth under- 
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ence, to £0 hand in band , in the right way. 

1 pray God you may, and I believethe more 
you think on theſe things, the more you will be 
inclind to a good eſteem of your old principles , 
and the uſe of them , which you now underſtand 
better then youdid before. And I ſhall diſmiſſe 
youto the practice of _”» good intendments, 
when I have furniſhed you with two or three 


to be diſpatched according to the method pro- 
poſed. - To wit, concerning the engagement 
which our principles lay upon Children ro Pa- 
rents, © | | 

I pray you Sir,let me not depart from you un- 
informed in any particular which you think nece{- 
ſary to inſtruct mein, ' | 

You Chatechize your children, do you not > 

Idid a while ſince Sir , till F began ro think it 
was to no purpoſe-to baptize them, and then 
I conclude alſo, it was of as little uſe to cate- 
chize them, till they came to years of diſcretion ; 
ſeeing I conclude that their ignorance, and in- 
capacity to underſtand what they did , rendered 
them alike unfit for the one as for the other. Be- 
ſides,] looked upon both as things,wb at the pre- 
ſent would be either profaned by their ignorance, 
{ or breed them up ina meer form of godlineſſe. 
'T thought principles of Anabaptiſm might ea- 


education ;' and now I-find it too true in you. 


ſtians in allages ,- have laboured: to ſeaſon the 
| heads ofeheir little'ones with principles of Relt| 
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conſiderations more, which I remember, remain | 


lybe improved to ſuch a negle&t of childrens] al 
| Bur frie»d, 1 pray you conſider that good Chri | 


| gion,even as Ewnice and Lig taught Timrhithel 
| Serif — 
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| nifies, 2 Tim.1.5.& 3.15. And that *tis Gads 
command, that you ſhould train up « little In- 
fani-Child(by degrees as it is capable) in the way 
| wherein it ſhould go. Nor ſhall you be herein| 
more guilty of profanation and nouriſhing for- 
mality then Timethies Mother , and Grandmo- 
ther were, who are commended for thac practiſe 
inScripture. But wben you did catechize them , 
did you not teach them to 2ovoxr and obey their 
Parents tn the Lord? 

Yes, I did, out of the fifth Commandement,and 
| Epy.6.2. 

You did well, but did you never take any 
ground from 1» fart-Bapri/m , to prefſeit upon 
them ? | 
| No, nor can Ieaſily ſee how that could any 
way conduce thereunto. Do you conceive it 
| doth ? 
| Yes, and that abundantly. For , if the reaſos 
[which is contained in every duty, do renderit' 
the more due, then ſurely, the ſtronger the rea- 
ſon of any duty is, the more it ts enforced there- 
by. Now, the duty of -9noxr, that is, filial reve- 
[rence and obedience, which the fifth -Comman- 
' dement requireth, is founded upon the reaſon of 
| that natural relation which we have to Parents, 


and livelihoods, Andthis is that which (asit 1s 


quires; (For as for that 5%gy1 or natural uffefti- 
en, which is implantedin nature, that cannot pro- 
perly be the ſubject ofa Law, but is implanted 


Scriptures frow a ſucking Child as the word fig- | 


as the Authours of our natural being, education, | 


Emma 


a duty of thankfulneſſe )- the Law of God re-} 


| by a kind of ;»ſtindt, like that which is in-other| | 
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And (ifI be not grofly miſtaken) our principles| 
an 


Creatures,- conveighed with their very beings, 


— 


fromthe fire or dam to their young ones.) Now, || 


if.the Relation that Children have to Parents ; 
and the benefits which from them deſcend upon 


| poſterity, be capable of degrees (as indeed they 
| are, there beins a vaſt difference (inthis reſpec ) 


between being born a Prince and a beggar) then 
ſurely; ſeeing the reaſon of commanded duty 
to Parents, depends upon the advantages which 
accrew by. that re/ation ;- the greater thoſe ad- 
vantagesare , the ſtronger is the obligation to 
duty , which depends upon them: -Whence it 
follows inevitably, that by how much /pixirzal 
priviledges exceed all zatzral priviledges, by fo 
much doth the obligation of thankfulneſſe and 


duty ariſing from them, more ſtrongly emerge 


from the relation which we bear to thoſe, -by 
whom they are derived to us. *- Wherefore 


fo conclude this point ) it ſeems alſo undenia- 


ly to follow , that thoſe Parents to whom we 
owe a derivation of C briſtianity, and -a viſ:ble 
relation to God (if (at leaſt) we judge theſe to 
be any priviledgs) are, in a more eminent man- 
ner, entfituled unto the 4»ty which they require 
from their Chiidren, then otherwiſe they could 
be..- And indeed not only Rea/o, but $7 iptare 
alſo affords ſufficient confirmation to this truth. 
For if the obedience of Children to Parents 
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be by. the Apoſtles Rule to be paid, & xvgig> 51 
the Lord, Eph. 6. 1. that is, for rhe Lords ſake , 


{ then(beyond all-queſtion) it is moſt due to thoſe 


Parents, from whom that relation to che Lord, 
upon w® obedience is founded, is derived to them. 
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determine from Scripture : nay it ſeems more 
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HE 


(and not thoſe of the Anabepriſts) are the root 
whence this conſideration alſo ſprings: 


an obligation upon my child any longer. TheLord 
ſet home this wholſom leſſon upon my children, 
and others, who doubt, do not conſider of it as 


mote the duties of fellowſhip avd communion with 
xters,] pray you(for a cloſe) that you will afford 
me ſome help in this particular alfo, For find , 


was 2 matter of choice , not derived by parental 
right; and the reſtoring of this is urged by ſome, 
as the only way to reformChurches from the cor- 
ruptions which ſeem inevitably to follow upon 
the baptizing of Infants; by means whereof ſo ma- 
ny ignorant8& profane perſons go under the name 
of Chriſtians and make an unavoidably corrupt. 
Church among us, as we have foiid by many years 
' experience. Shew nie therefore the uſe of Infant- 
baptiſm to Charct-Relations, as well as Famihs 
Rel.:itinyy, 
Iſhal moſt willinglyſatisfy your defires in this par- 
ticular alſo.Wherefore Imuſt deſire you to colder 
I. Thatinthe primitive times, Infants n ere 
' not baptized into Church-fellowſhip, is hard to 


probable to the contrary , ſeeing the Apoſtles 
| baptized Wale hraebulgs frequently , and thar 


Truly Sir, thank yau for this additional infor- | 
mation,which I hope,]I ſhall make a comfortable 
improvement of, and I do intend, by Gods help, 
not to deny my felf the advantage of laying ſach 


chey ſhould. Only, becauſe the contrary praCtiſe Z 
of baptizing grown-perſons, ſeems more to pro- | 


—_—_ 


| that inthe primitive times, Church-memberſhip | 


there were no Children in all thoſe houſholds ,: 
| ' - news 


— 


| 
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| the ſpirits of very many of thoſe of riper years,) 


incapable of making profc (lion of their faich , 
ſeems very improbable. I am ſure the perſons 
then admitted at years of diſcretion, were encou- 
raged to baptiſm , upon the conſideration of an 
hereditary Covenant to their poſterity (which 
eftabliſherh the ground of 'nfant-baptiſm ) what 
elſe means the Apoſtle Perer, :A&-s 2. 39. to 
tell the Jews 2nd Profelites, that the Covenant 
belonged, not only ro 5hemv, but alſo to. their chil- 
dren? © 2 y 

' 2. But (to let that paſſe ) I perſwade my ſelf, 
that the admiſſion of members to baptiſm, upon 
perſonal profeaiſion, is a courſe more dire&ly 
tending to the corruption of the Church, by un- 
worthy members, then the contrary practice of 
fon. 

I. Becauſe Infant-members ( while ſuch ) are 
the pureſt part of mankinae, being untainted with 
thoſe pollutions of actual ſin,of which riper years 
afford a more unhappy fertility in every ſociety 
under heaven. | 


pable of hypocrifie (which frequently adheres to 


they being capable of being rempred to take up 
ſpiritual relations upon worldly advantages. 

Yea, but afterwards Sir , they grow up, and. 
though they have no Title ro Religion, but Tra- 
ditien and Baptiſm , and no more of it but a bare 


on 


— 


admitting them is infancy. Upon a double rea- | 


2. Becanſe no Infant-member (as ſuch) is ca- 


empty form, yea, though in their lives they con- 
tradi& that very profelſion into which they were| 


they challenge and enjoy commumon 


admitted in infancy , and make afterwards , yet 
with the 


_ Church 
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| Chord in your way , becauſe they are baptized | 
| perſons. | | 
" ; 7. Tanſwer, that though to be baptized (by | Pads. 
v1 jour principles)give a r5ght to all Ordinances of | * 
a | Communion, ( wherein alſo we think we walk| 
C by the rule of the Scriptures , in which we no 
where read of any baptized perſon, except upon | 
q ſome juſt offence given, debarred from Church- 4 
Communion)yet we do not hold that it ſo gives 
aright to that Church-Communion inother Or- ; 
dinances, but that any perſon giving occaſion of 
juſt ſcandal, may be (and by our conſtant pra- 
cile is) excluded from them, till ſatisfaction gi- 
| ven. | 

2. Andif formerly , and of late (in divers 
places which reformation hath not yet reached ) | 
there be inſtances to be given of ſuch #»woerthy 
| adr:3ſſions, yet,it 15 to be conſidered, that In- 
fant-Baptiſm is no way chargeable with them. 
Seeing that if Chxrch-Officers be alike careleſſe 
| in the Anabaptiſtical way , ( and they are ſoin 
| divers places of this Nation) as ſome of our way, ' 
who give occaſion to this ſcandal, are; baptiſm 
p at riper years, may open the doors of the Church 
to perſons every way as obnoxious, as any of 
; our Members baptized in Infancy can be ſuppor ; 
| 
41 
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| ſed to be. | 

3. The tre cauſe therefore of thoſe corrupti- 
ors in the Churches of our way, is, that there is 
no effectual courſe taken to carechize thoſe Chil- 
| dren who are baptized, (whence proceed our ig- | 
| norant members ) nor power of Diſcipline and | 
Government in our hands (for the moſt part tc 
cenſure, andcaſt out thoſe that are looſe anc l 
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, profane; - whence proceeds the abundance of 


our /candalous Members. And let (as I havefaid) 
the pureſt re-baptizedCongregations be deprived 


of thoſe rwo means to continue them ſo , [they | 


will query grow (for all their baptiſm at years 


of diſcretion) as corrupt ſocieties as the worſt of 


ours now are. And ſome of them in divers pla- 
ces are ſo already. 


And now (becauſe you have gtven me occaſion | 


to take the practiſe of Infant-Baptiſm , as it re- 
lates to C h«rch-communion, into conſideration) 


| I ſhall inthe laſt place ſhew you ſome hints, which 


nay be_ taken from thence to advance the pra-- 


| ile of h-lireſ[- in a political Relation , which 1 


before promiſed: when I entered upon the uſe 
of it to Family-Relations, which I ſhall only han- 
dlein Relation to rhe Church , to which baptilm 
mainly looks. - 


.* I remember your promiſe, and expect the per- | 
formance of 1t at the ſame rate of ſatisfaction | 


which (I bleſſe God)your former diſcourſe hath 


given me in abundance. 

- I ſhaliendeayour not to fail your expectation. 
Firſt therefore, the practiſe of Infant-baptiſm 
yields a ſanctified hearr plentiful matter of praiſe 
to God for the enlargement of the bounds of tre 


Church thereby,and the bleſſed continuance of 2:5 

ſacceſſion, from one Generation to another. | 
| - 1. Asfor the former of theſe : the exlarge- | 
| 21ent of the boynds of theChurch viſible, how much | 


it conduceth thereunto to ſeal Infant-members 
by baptiſme, -may be eaſily perceived ; if we 
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i compare the /preading of this l: aven over whole | 
{Nationsthis way, with, the low and uncertain 
| progreſſe 
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Jrogreſſs of it under the other , and adverſe way 
of Anabaptiſm; for where there is one man 


hundred engaged therein , by this way of obli- 
ging them in Infancy. Nay, and in relation to 


many perſons at years of diſcretion , are much 
ſwayed thereunto , by their receiving the badge 
of it in Infancy. For the farther illuſtration 
hereof, ſuppoſe an experiment to be made a- 
mon the native Indians in. America. Let the 
progreile of Religion among them be confined 
only to the converſion and profeſſion of grown- 
men and women, in oze par? of that wilderneſle, 
of heatheniſm and barbariſme, and enlarged , 


FM 


in ano:her part (equally populous) according to 
'the Rules of Infant-Baptiſm , and the difference 
of vilible believers in one Age will eaſily appear 


on this hand by many thouſands. For my part, I 
conceive it morally 1mpoſlible to rivet Chriſtian 


Religion into the body of any Nation, but by the | 
way of Infant-Baptiſm. And if Chriſts command | 
| beto 4ds/ciple Narions,as it is, Mar-28.19.furely, | 


(to me)it implies the praRtiſe of Infant-Baptiſm 
as the only way likely to effect it. 

But, I pray Sir, what matter of praiſe to God 
for enlargrment of the Church, can be juſtly ga- 
thered from the additions of ſuch numbers there- 
unto,the hundreth part whereof,are more Chri- 
ſans by chance then by choyce. No Pri»ce would 
think his Domintons much enlarged, by the acce(- 
ſton of millionsof ſuch SabjeRs. 


—— 


that takes up Chriſtianity ( as far as to the Pros | 
{feſlion ofit ) upon terms of choyce , we ſee an 


that very choice, we find by experience , that | 


— 


| Yes very much. For it is no ſniall matter ,| 
| - - _ 


Aſer. | 
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thereof thre 
inftance you bring ofa Price. and his Subjefts; 


land bath ( by means of Infant-baptiſm) ſworn 
to {iff, he would think himſelf more maſter 0 


may fatisfie as to that point. 

What farther ſay you to the continuance of Re- 
ligion, chrough the ſucceflion of divers Genera- 
tions ? 2 bs 'Y 
Tſay-as much, that we may and are bound all 
to be thankful ro God for deriving our Religion 
to'this preſent Generation (and ſo may , except 
the adverſaries principles and practiſe hinder it , 
ſucceeding Generations ) by the means of Infant- 
Baptiſm. For ſurely ( in all -probability ) had 


— 


it, then to relinquiſh it upon eafie termes : which} 
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I anſwer, I doubt not but if the King of Francelf] fl 
had the whole Xingdome of Spain. under ſuch an|ſ. 
Allegiance to him, as the whole Nation of Eng-([ 
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Jall, ſo mach as in profeſſion and vi6bility> And 


in A Garaen of Cucambers, or l ke a few Grapes 


[ter of admiſſion of Church-members , 
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our fore-fathers left our immediare Parents, un- 
baptized in Infancy , and relinquiſhed them. to 
chooſe their Religion till ripe years, it cannot 
be imagined , | but that many thouſands of them 
would not have derived to their pofterity of this 
age ſo much as the Profeſſion of it.: And if oxy 
immediate «Anceſtors had dealtin the ſame man- 


at this day have been 


go downward to two or three ſucceeding Gene- 
rations, upon the ſame principles, and how ma- 
ny ſoever may be ſuppoſed in our prefent age to. 
(be Chriſtians, yet by that time, the number of 
Chriſtians in this Nation would be like a /zdge 


03: the top of a Vine,after the Divel and Heathen- 
i{me had gathered the full vintage. So that (how 
flight ſoever ſome men make of Infant-Baptiſm) 
] fearnot totell (even thoſe very perſons) that 
they owe rheir Religion tot , and they arever 
inconſiderate in their principles and praQtiſ 
(if only upon this account) that they wadermive: 
the very foundation Of ſucceſſion thereof to ſuc-' 
ceeding apes. <7 
Surely Sir, you do (by this diſcourſe) call my: 
fins tor» rnbrance, For T have(I confefle)been' 
very deficient in the ſenſe I ſhould have had 'of 
this mercy, both on mine own part, and onthe 
part of the Nation in which I live. But wharfar-' 
ther #jes of communios can you draw from Jn- 
fant-Baptiſm. | 

 Anule of charity and Church. unity tn the mat- 
the” want 


ta 


ner with us, how many Hr of us would 
out any Religion at | 
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| make 
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jand are cut off by 
peaceable principle, and ſtops the gap againſt | 


 mealeatthis day. For the principles of Infant- 
Baptiſm teach me, to look upon all ſuch per- 
ſons as are in Infancy admitted to. baptiſm , as 
attual-Church-members , till they do afterwards 
render themſelves incapable of chat Relation, 
urch-ſenſure. 


the moſt perplexing queſtions concerning tie ad- 
miſſion of members upon profeſſion of faith and 


rels with any_body) it ſeems<lear o me, that in| 
| pentance Was nt required as an immediate quali-| 
fication for Church - Memberſhip : $6 that no one 
(to my beſt remembrance) was. ever. required ro} 

Tech 2 profeſſion to render .him capable off. 
admiſſion into any Church-fellowſhip , but they} 
admitted all that were baptized; eo nome, to all 
acts of Church-communion. So that ſuppoſing 
the right of Infants to baptiſm (withour this pro- | 
feſlion) as we do, the qualification for Church- 


general be no way queſtioned. And this reſervewil| 
ſufficiently ſecure us againſt the danger of living| 


| bs mixed communions by reafon of this charity. { ; 


This 1s at 


repentance. - For to ſay whatT think in this caſe} 
(without a deſign of occafioning any new. quar-| 


time of the Apoſtles, profeſſion of Faith and Re-| 


memberſhip is therein ſuppoſed ,” and ſo no new | 
| one neceſſary to be enquired afcer, except upon 
ſome emergent occaſion any perſon ſo baptized, | 
| become juſtly obnoxious to farther enquiry 1n re- 
| ference to admiſſion to,or ſuſpenſion from actual 
| communion, though his Church-memberſhip in| 


boy. | 
=» 4 


{ whereof hath been the main occaſion of dividing | 
this miſerable Church and Nation into ſo many} 
frattions and fafioms, as pull it aſunder peece- | 


2. AS 


Py 


[ [duly conſidered) a d#ry incumbent upon the who/e 


Ihers with our ſelves, and ſo our care extends e- 


any,:o take more care of them, then of the the 
Children of Turks or other Heathens. How much } 
more conducing to their ſpiritual advantage isit, | 
to make the whole Church their Guardians, and |. 
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watchfulneſſe over , and prayer for ſach 
whoin Infancy are made fellow-members, ( up- 


Apoſtates to their Memberſhip. It is indeed ( if 


Church and every member to be reſponſible for 
che education, and regulation of the Children 


leting them themſelves, or may die, and trave | 
them Orphans. T heſe litrle ones are ſellow-mem- | 


1#ally to them, as to others of riper age; yea, and 
ranſe their tender age makes them more incapable 


of taking care fer themſelves, Methinks it is a 


with whom they converſe (as others of the world 


are)without any pecnliar obligation,. lying upon 


ſo make them part of the charge of the Officers 


towing upon the the engaging relation of fellow- 


mebers in that body; w*b we do by our principles. | 
| Yea, but I perſwade my ſelf, this isa thing 


which is very little conſidered by the generality 


of thoſe who walk by thoſe principles. For wel 
ke the children of ſuch perfons, - as they own to | 


= — 
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2. As alſo ( ſecondly ) an uſe of Cities _— 4 
perions , 


on a Church-obligation) that they do not turn| 
ofthoſe, who poſlibly may be too guilty ofneg- |. 


more (in ſome reſpefts) to them, then to others, be- | | 


fad thing, that the children of Chriftian Parents | 
[ſhould be left only to the large charity of thoſe | 


appointed by Chriſt to watch over them, by be-] 


Aſter, 
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\ Bbc Church-members, are left as much to their | 
lown liberty, and as, much thereby endangered, | 
$ | | = | b OD as 
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| a if the Church had no relation ro them. 


| fants are the Pupils or wards of the whole Church, | 


{ fault ofthe principles wb they profeſs to walk by. | 


md 


\ No,it is not altogether as you. ſay. . For the 

Church takes ſo much care of ty as to require | 
a ſolemn {po»ſ#0s on their behalf from theParents, 
or Chriſtian friends,or both, at cheir Baptiſm, thar 
they: ſhall be educated in the faith and fear of. 
God; which is an evident demonſtration,that this 
principle 1s univerſally received,that baptized In- 


\ 


ard they their Guardianc;and undertakers, (mwhe- 
ther Farents or Godfathers) receiue that truft by | 
depuration from the Church,unto whoſe charge the 
Infants born within it do (as to their ſouls) princi- 
»ally belong. ; 
P And if afterwards there be a defe& of enquiry 

into the di/charge of chi rru$, inthe Church, or 
its Officers,and ſo their cruſt defeated withour a- 
ny account taken thereof or remedy provided to 
relieve in ſuch a caſe,that is the fault of thoſe, who 
walk not up to their declared principles,8 not the 


And (laftly) the conſcientious care of divers 


| Miniſters.to catechize the Children of their Pa-| 
riſhes, with the conſticutions of che Church in] 
former times, . requiring all perſons to preſent| 
cheir Children thereunto(though of late for want] 
of renewing that power, in. the vacancy off 
Church-Government, ſinfully negle&ed in many]: 


| places)may ſufficiently diſcharge many ofus from| {| 


ſuch animputation. And (I hope) for the future, | 
ſome courſe will be by our Governors herein]: 
effectually taken, that whiles we generally retain, 


' (by their countenance)the praftiſe of Infant-bap- 
iſm, the ends of it may not beloſt through the | 
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 Þ [lies, to preſent the Children under their charge to 
ſo n:ceſlary andufeful an Ordinance, as carechie | 
zi»g them 1n the principles of Religion is; which 

Lon +» N | - — 

I heartily joyh with you in this prayer b: 
bope. And ſhall (God willing) as to mine own _ 
particular, practiſe gy: thanking God 
that he hath caſt me uuder ſuch a Paſtor , as will 
be conſcientiouſly careful of my Children , and |. 
encouraging yaa by thoſe Childrens attendance 
upon your inftrution , which by my paternal| 
power, I ſhall henceforward require them to do. 
Mean while, I profeſs my ſelf very much engaged 
to you for the pains you have taken in this diſs 
courſe to ſatifie me, inſo important and momen» 
rous a doubt as this, and hope I ſhall continne 
ſteadfaſt and unſhaken in the retaining of ſo beng- 
ficial an Ordinance,to my lives end, 

TheLord give you ftrength ſo to do. And for 
my part,I think this day very well imployed, in 
that I have ( by Gods belng ) confirmed you 
therein. The Lord grant that ochers may , by the 
publication hereof,be in like manner, reduced to 
adue eſteem ang praftical improvement of their 
|| Baptiſm in Infancy, that they may not either ig- 

I) $f ora»2ly part with the praftiſe, or profencly neg- 

Wile the husbanding thereof to their ſpicicual ad- 
[antage, ast00 many do, 
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